






What Is a Subordinating Conjunction?

A subordinating conjunction is a word which still links two clauses 

together in a sentence, but the subordinate clause it adds does not make 

sense on its own.

Let’s look at a few examples:

I will be late if I don’t get on the next bus.

‘I will be late’ is the main clause. This clause makes sense on its own.

The subordinating conjunction in this sentence is ‘if’. It starts the 

subordinate clause.

‘if I don’t get on the next bus’ is the subordinate clause. This doesn’t 

make sense on its own but does add extra information to the main 

clause.



Which Conjunction Makes 
Sense?

Read the main and subordinate clauses below and decide which 

subordinating conjunction would make the most sense.

Beth was a little bit scared the ride was spinning 

quickly.

Hazim cheered loudly his favourite player 

scored a goal.

I didn’t go to school it was closed for the 

summer holidays.

If Since As When Although While After Before Until Because!



Which Conjunction Makes 
Sense?

Did you manage to choose a subordinating conjunction which makes 

sense in the sentence?



Where Is the Subordinate Clause?

Keri was tired after completing her marathon 

swim.

Top tip: A subordinate clause does not make sense on its own.



Where Is the Subordinate Clause?
The subordinate clauses in these sentences are underlined. They 

always start with a subordinating conjunction.

Keri was tired after completing her 

marathon swim.



Where Is the Subordinate Clause?
Remember, the subordinate clause should be able to put at the 

start OR end of a sentence. 



…spotting one of the rarest 
monsters on the planet, a 
wabub, and shouting...

I SAW A 

WABUB!



I Saw a Wabub…

I SAW A AB B!UW
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Next Steps

Subordinate clauses will always have a subject and verb within them, e.g.



Next Steps

The eager pupils sped into school 
when the bell rang.

I SAW A 

WABUB

!

The eager pupils sped into school 
when the bell rang.



Next Steps

Whales give birth to live young 
as they are mammals.

I SAW A 

WABUB

!

Whales give birth to live young 
as they are mammals.



Next Steps

The hopeless rugby team lost the 
game because they hadn’t trained.

I SAW A 

WABUB

!

The hopeless rugby team lost the 
game because they hadn’t trained.



Next Steps
I SAW A 

WABUB

!

The eager pupils sped into 
school when the bell rang.

When the bell rang, the eager 
pupils sped into school.



Next Steps
I SAW A 

WABUB

!

When the bell rang, the eager 
pupils sped into school.



Next Steps
I SAW A 

WABUB

!

Can you swap these sentences around so that the 
subordinate clause comes before the main clause? 

Don’t forget your commas!

As they are mammals, whales give 
birth to live young.

Whales give birth to live young as 
they are mammals.

The hopeless rugby team lost 
the game because they hadn’t 

trained.

Because they hadn’t trained, the 
hopeless rugby team lost the 

game.



Can you spot the subordinating conjunctions in this piece 

of text? Where have they been used in these sentences?

Subordinating
Conjunction Hunt

I SAW A 

WABUB

!

As he walked closer, Cleo could see the crocodilius in the cave entrance. 

The beast was hurriedly eating the remains of its last unlucky victim 

because it was ravenous. Cleo examined its bright red eyes, huge 

smoking nostrils and razor-sharp teeth while the beast was occupied.  

Although Cleo was standing quite a distance away, the terrible stench of 

the gruesome beast was still making him feel nauseous. Cleo took a 

deep breath before he tiptoed bravely forward.  It was time for battle.

As he walked closer, Cleo could see the crocodilius in the cave entrance. 

The beast was hurriedly eating the remains of its last unlucky victim 

because it was ravenous. Cleo examined its bright red eyes, huge 

smoking nostrils and razor-sharp teeth while the beast was occupied.  

Although Cleo was standing quite a distance away, the terrible stench of 

the gruesome beast was still making him feel nauseous. Cleo took a 

deep breath before he tiptoed bravely forward.  It was time for battle.



Practise Your
Skills

I SAW A 

WABUB

!

I am sending you a letter

I am your biggest fan.



Practise Your
Skills

I SAW A 

WABUB

!

I eat lunch, I am going 

to an important meeting.



Practise Your
Skills

I SAW A 

WABUB

!

he was thrown from his saddle,

Henry was wary of riding his horse.



Practise Your
Skills

I SAW A 

WABUB

!

The two chemicals should cause a 

reaction               you have used 

them in the right quantities. 
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