
English for week beginning 11th January
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English Week 2 Lesson 1

Monday 11th January 2021

LO: To consider how events in 
the text will affect a character’s 

feelings.



Listen to chapters 2 and 3 of Viking Boy
Chapter 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy4SpHP82dE

Chapter 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDaKBm4LGU0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy4SpHP82dE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDaKBm4LGU0


Task 1: Order the events as they happened
Bjorn is killed by an arrow to the chest.

Gunnar finds his house is on fire.

Grim tries to kill Gunnar. 

Gunnar wakes up smelling smoke.

Gunnar’s father hides Gunnar and Helga in 
the chamber.

Gunnar takes a blood oath. 

Bjorn kills two Wolf Men to avenge Arnor 
and Ranulf.

Something appears in the sky.

Skuli is revealed to be in charge of the Wolf 
Men. 

Skuli asks Helga to marry him.



1. Gunnar wakes up smelling smoke.
2. Gunnar finds his house is on fire.
3. Gunnar’s father hides Gunnar and Helga in the chamber.
4. Bjorn kills two Wolf Men to avenge Arnor and Ranulf.
5. Skuli is revealed to be in charge of the Wolf Men.
6. Bjorn is killed by an arrow to the chest.
7. Skuli asks Helga to marry him.
8. Gunnar takes a blood oath.
9. Grim tries to kill Gunnar. 

10. Something appears in the sky.



Task 2 - Summary

In your books, write a short summary of what has 
happened in Chapters 2 and 3 (1-2 paragraphs).

Think about the key events.



Task 3 - Perspective

How do you think Gunnar was feeling over the course of 
the events in Chapters 2 and 3?

Write a short paragraph about how Gunnar would have 
been feeling throughout the attack. 



English Week 2 Lesson 2

Tuesday 12th January 2021

LO: To plan an eye-witness 
account.



Closed or open question?

Closed questions have only a yes or no answer.
e.g.
Do you like sunny weather?

Open questions require more of an answer than yes/no .

E.g.

What kind of weather do you like?



Closed or open question? Can you turn the closed 
questions into open questions?

Do you like sandwiches?

What is your favourite type of juice?

How do you feel about long car journeys?

Have you ever been to the London Eye?



Closed or open question? Can you turn the closed 
questions into open questions?

Do you like sandwiches? Closed
- What do you like to have for lunch?

What is your favourite type of juice? Open

How do you feel about long car journeys? Open

Have you ever been to the London Eye? Closed 

- Which London landmarks have you visited?



Over the next couple of lessons, we will be planning and 
writing an eye-witness account of the attack on 
Gunnar’s family farm.

Today we will think about what questions our reporter 
will ask.



If you would like a recap, you can listen to 
chapters 2 and 3 of Viking Boy again.

Chapter 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy4SpHP82dE

Chapter 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDaKBm4LGU0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy4SpHP82dE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDaKBm4LGU0


Working backwards?

To write the interview, you need to think about what you will 
want to write, and then work backwards to come up with a 
question.

For example, if you want to write about how Gunnar felt scared, 
you need to think about what question he might have been 
asked to give that response.

E.g. How did you feel when you saw the horses approaching your 
family farm?



Interview

List 5 open questions that you will use tomorrow when you 
write your interview. Leave a line between each question.

Examples:

Can you tell me how you felt when you noticed your house 
was burning down?

What happened when the raiders first appeared?



English Week 2 Lesson 3

Wednesday 13th January 2021

LO: To write an eye-witness account 
using commas to avoid ambiguity.



Commas to avoid ambiguity - explained

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjv5Vp7tHsU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjv5Vp7tHsU


Who is on the horse?

I saw Skuli approaching Father on a horse.

I saw Skuli approaching Father, on a horse.

 



Who is on the horse?

I saw Skuli approaching Father on a horse. 
In this sentence, Father is on the horse.

I saw Skuli approaching Father, on a horse. 

In this sentence, Skuli is on the horse.

The comma changes the meaning.

 



Who is attacking?

“Let’s attack Wolf Men!”

“Let’s attack, Wolf Men!”



Who is attacking?

“Let’s attack Wolf Men!”
The Wolf Men are being attacked

“Let’s attack, Wolf Men!”

The Wolf Men are attacking



Who is injured?

Skuli hit Bjorn with an arrow in his chest.

Skuli hit Bjorn, with an arrow in his chest.

Can you come up with your own example?



Who is injured?

Skuli hit Bjorn with an arrow in his chest.
Bjorn is injured

Skuli hit Bjorn, with an arrow in his chest.

Skuli is injured

Can you come up with your own example?



Interview

Today we are going to write our interviews with Gunnar.

You have your questions from yesterday.

Include our new skill, commas to avoid ambiguity, in your 
answers.

Layout: Write the question, underline it. 

Leave a line.

Write the answer.



Model

What is the first thing you can remember about the attack?

The first thing I can remember was waking up to the smell of smoke. I jumped out of 
bed in a flash, and ran to my mother and father, who were sleeping next door. After 
that, everything turned to chaos.

Can you tell me about what happened to your house?

Unfortunately, my lovely, familiar house was destroyed in the fire. My belongings, which 
I was very fond of, were all damaged beyond repair.

When did you realise who was responsible for the raid?

At first, I thought it was the Wolf Men who were responsible. As soon as we tried to 
escape from our house, we were surrounded by them. There was a lot of fighting. Wolf 
Men were attacking our servants, with swords. But it was not until later that I realised 
evil, wretched Skuli was behind the whole thing. He was in charge of the whole raid and 
ordered the attack on my Father. I can remember hearing him shout, “Let’s attack, 
Wolf Men!”, and even my Father’s trusty sword (Death-Bringer) could not save him.





English Week 2 Lesson 4

Thursday 14th January 2021

LO: To distinguish between 
statements of fact and opinion.



For, against or neutral?

On the next 3 slides, there are different versions of the same 
news story.

One is a fan of the artist.
One is not a fan of the artist.
One is written from a neutral perspective.



Article A
He may be one of the most famous grime artists around but 
chart-topping star Stormzy showed his fans he's just like the rest of us 
when he forgot his shoes on live TV.
The fantastic 26-year-old rapper was on BBC Breakfast promoting his 
exciting new album, 'Heavy Is The Head', on Tuesday when it became clear 
that he forgot his shoes, and instead was wearing some cosy black slippers.
Breakfast presenter Dan Walker pointed it out afterwards and Stormzy 
replied: "I forgot. I did a signing in Bristol, then I got in the car. I was like, 
'Ah, I ain't got my trainers!'"
His many loyal fans took to social media to talk about the mix up.



Article B
Grime artist Stormzy forgot his shoes on live TV.
The 26-year-old rapper was on BBC Breakfast promoting his new album, 
'Heavy Is The Head', on Tuesday when it became clear that he forgot his 
shoes, and instead was wearing some black slippers.
Breakfast presenter Dan Walker pointed it out afterwards and Stormzy 
replied: "I forgot. I did a signing in Bristol, then I got in the car. I was like, 
'Ah, I ain't got my trainers!'"
Fans took to social media to talk about the mix up.



Article C
He may unfortunately be one of the most famous grime artists around 
but Stormzy showed his stupidity when he forgot his shoes on live TV.
The 26-year-old rapper was on BBC Breakfast promoting his terrible new 
album, 'Heavy Is The Head', on Tuesday when it became clear that he forgot 
his shoes, and instead was wearing some strange-looking black slippers.
Breakfast presenter Dan Walker pointed it out afterwards and Stormzy 
replied: "I forgot. I did a signing in Bristol, then I got in the car. I was like, 
'Ah damn, I ain't got my trainers!'"
Fans of his awful music took to social media to talk about the mix up.



Article A - fan
Article B  - neutral
Article C - not a fan

How does this affect the way the text is written, and its 
effect?



Pick out facts and opinions

The week before, Skuli arrived at my longhouse in the 
evening. I didn’t think he looked very friendly. He was 
wearing a helmet which made him look silly. He came in for 
dinner. My mother had made a delicious dinner which I 
really enjoyed. Afterwards, Skuli told us some things 
which sounded threatening, and my father responded to 
him very well. I don’t really want him to come back again. 



Facts (blue) and opinions (red)

The week before, Skuli arrived at my longhouse in the 
evening. I didn’t think he looked very friendly. He was 
wearing a helmet which made him look silly. He came in for 
dinner. My mother had made a delicious dinner which I 
really enjoyed. Afterwards, Skuli told us some things 
which sounded threatening, and my father responded to 
him very well. I don’t really want him to come back again. 



Write 1 paragraph describing the attack from the 
villagers’ point of view.

1 paragraph from the raiders’ point of view.

1 paragraph just the facts.



Model - Villager’s view

Last night, a brutal attack took place at the Sigurdsson’s farm.
Servants were killed by threatening Wolf Men, who then went on 
to murder Bjorn Sigurdsson. Bjorn was a respected member of the 
community, who will be missed by his family and friends.
The Wolf Men firstly set the longhouse on fire, before then 
viciously killing servants Ranulf and Arnor. A fight ensued, 
resulting in a battle between Skuli (the Wolf Leader) and Bjorn 
Sigurdsson. Bjorn was outnumbered and was eventually killed by an 
arrow to the chest.



Model - Raider’s view

Last night, a successful raid took place on the Sigurdsson’s farm. 
Village servants were taken care of by our hard-working Wolf 
Men. Unfortunately, some lives were spared in the process. The 
Wolf Men who gave their lives for this battle will be missed. 
Our noble leader Skuli battled village leader, Bjorn Sigurdsson, to 
the death. Skuli and his team succeeded, and plan to take over the 
farm steading soon. 



Model - Just the facts

Last night, an attack took place at the Sigurdsson farm.
Villagers and Wolf Men engaged in battle, and lives from both sides 
were lost. 
Wolf Men leader, Skuli, battled Bjorn Sigurdsson (village chief), 
resulting in Bjorn’s death by an arrow to the chest. 



English Week 2 Lesson 5

Friday 15th January 2021

LO: To write a newspaper report.



Use this website to recap the features of a newspaper 
report:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/
z2gk9qt

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/z2gk9qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/z2gk9qt


Today we are writing our newspaper articles. You can choose which 
perspective you want to write from, the villagers, the raiders, or the 
neutral.

Make sure your newspaper name and headline reflect this.

If you are writing from the raiders’ view, here is an example:

Raider Daily News (name of paper)
Successful Attack on Sigurdsson Farm! (headline)







Remember that newspaper reports are presented in columns! Draw a line down 
the middle of your page to present your work like a newspaper report.

You can use:

Success criteria

Model

Interview from lesson 3 for quotes (eye-witness account)

Paragraph from lesson 4 (from the correct perspective)


