
EYFS 
 

30-50 Months Understanding the World The World • To comment and ask questions 
about aspects of their familiar 
world, such as the place where they 
live or the natural world. 

• To talk about some of the things 
they have observed, such as 
plants, animals, natural and found 
objects. 

• To talk about why things happen and 
how things work. 

• To develop an understanding of 
growth, decay and changes over 
time. 

• To show care and 
concern for living things 
and the environment. 

40-60 Months Understanding the World The World • To look closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and 
change. 

ELG Understanding the World People and Communities • To talk about past and present 
events in their own lives and in 
the lives of family members. 

• To know about similarities and 
differences between themselves 
and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 
 

The World • To know about similarities and 
differences in relation to places, 
objects, materials and living 
things. They talk about the 
features of their own immediate 
environment and how 
environments might vary from 
one another. 
 



Year 1 

Term Objectives 

 
Locational Knowledge and Place 
Knowledge 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Autumn 2: 
Our School 
and Our 
Local Area  

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics if four countries and 
capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the UK and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country.  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK. 

 Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
poles.  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
o Key physical features (could include beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season, weather) 

o Key human features (could include city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop) 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage.  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (near, far, 
left, right etc.) to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspective to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features (devise 
a simple map, use and construct basic symbols in a key) 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding area 

Lessons 

 To identify seasonal weather patterns in London 

 To draw and label a map of our playground 

 To name, locate and identify characteristics of Clapham (Fieldwork x 2 lessons) 

 To describe houses and homes in our local area 

 To know what jobs people do in our local area 

Vocabulary: Physical feature, Human feature, Season, weather, City, town, urban, village, rural, Factory, office, farm, house, map, UK, England. 
Trip: Brockwell Park 

Spring 2 
Oceans and 
Continents 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of four countries and 
capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the UK and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country.  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK. 

 Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
poles.  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
o Key physical features (could include beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season, weather) 

o Key human features (could include city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop) 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage.  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (near, far, 
left, right etc.) to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspective to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features (devise 
a simple map, use and construct basic symbols in a key) 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding area 

Lessons 

 Understand where I am in the world.  

 Locate on a map the seven continents 

 Locate on a map the oceans that link the continents.  

 Describe where different continents are located.  



 Spot the physical and human features of a continent. Extended writing opportunity: Write a persuasive letter to a parent about why you would like to visit one of the continents.  

 Share my understanding of the world. Children create a map showing journey round the world with 7 continents and 5 oceans linking. 

Vocabulary: Globe, atlas, map, world, route, Continent, Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia & Antarctica, Oceans: Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern, Arctic 
Trip/ Event: Around the world in the playground.  

Summer 2:  
A United 
Kingdom 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of four countries and 
capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the UK and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country.  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK. 

 Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
poles.  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
o Key physical features (could include beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season, weather) 

o Key human features (could include city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop) 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage.  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (near, far, 
left, right etc.) to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspective to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features (devise 
a simple map, use and construct basic symbols in a key) 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding area 

Lessons 

 Check my understanding of the United Kingdom. Suggested activity: Locate the UK on a world map.  Create a mind map using prior knowledge about the UK. Use ‘Key Facts’ page to add 
to it.   

 Locate on a map the four countries of the United Kingdom.  

 Identify the four capital cities and surrounding seas of the United Kingdom.  

 Explain the differences between human and physical features.  

 Describe the human and physical features of one of the UK’s capital cities.  Extended writing opportunity: Write an imaginary postcard from one of the UK’s capital cities.   

 Share my understanding of the UK. Extended writing opportunity: Create an information sheet about a UK country.   

Vocabulary: City, town, urban, village, rural, Factory, office, farm, house, harbour, port, Globe, atlas, map, world, route, UK, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Europe 
Trip/ Event: London landmark eg. Houses of parliament, London Eye, The Shard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

Term Objectives 

 
Locational Knowledge and Place 
Knowledge 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Spring 1: 
Hot and 
Cold Places- 
Link to 
Brazil 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of four countries and 
capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the UK and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country.  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK. 

 Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
poles.  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
o Key physical features (could include beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season, weather) 

o Key human features (could include city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop) 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage.  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (near, far, 
left, right etc.) to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspective to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features (devise 
a simple map, use and construct basic symbols in a key) 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding area 

Lessons: 

 Identify hot and cold places and locate them on a map.  

 Recognise the features of a hot and a cold place.  

 Explore a hot or cold place- Brazil (rainforest).  

 Explore a hot or cold place-Antarctica.  

 Identify the animals that live in hot and cold places and recognise how they adapt. Describe an animal that lives in a hot or cold place. Extended writing opportunity: Explanation text – 
Explain how an animal adapts to a hot or cold place.  

 Compare a pack list for a trip to a hot place with a list for a cold place. Describe what I would see in a hot or cold place. Extended writing opportunity: Write a postcard from a hot or 
cold place describing the climate and animals 

Vocabulary: Physical feature, Human feature, Beach, cliff, coast, mountain, ocean, river, valley, Season, weather, Equator, North Pole & South Pole, Globe, atlas, map, world, route, Continent 
Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia & Antarctica, Oceans: Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern, Arctic 
Trip/ Event: Virtual tour of Brazil 

Summer 1 
Zambia vs 
UK 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of four countries and 
capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the UK and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country.  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK. 

 Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
poles.  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
o Key physical features (could include beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season, weather) 

o Key human features (could include city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop) 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage.  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (near, far, 
left, right etc.) to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspective to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features (devise 
a simple map, use and construct basic symbols in a key) 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding area 



Lessons 

 Explore Zambia’s physical and human features and locate it.  

 Locate the village of Mugurameno and share what I would like to learn about it.  

 Compare how the people of Mugurameno use the River Zambezi with the ways in which we use rivers near us.  

 Find out about food in Mugurameno and how it is prepared. Extended writing opportunity: Instructions - Write a recipe for making Nshima.  

 Explain how the people of Mugurameno protect themselves and their homes from wild animals – and how they make use of animals in their everyday lives.  

 Use photographs and information texts to help imagine what daily life in Mugurameno might be like.  Extended writing opportunity: Diary entry - a day in the life of a child living in 
Mugurameno village. 

Vocabulary: Physical feature, Human feature, Beach, cliff, coast, mountain, ocean, river, valley, Season, weather, Equator, North Pole & South Pole, City, town, urban, village, rural, Factory, office, farm, 
house, harbour, port, Globe, atlas, map, world, route, UK, Continent 
Trip/ Event: Cooking Zambian food 

Summer 2:  
Sea side 
Escape 
Comparing 
Sea sides 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of four countries and 
capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the UK and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country.  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK. 

 Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
poles.  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
o Key physical features (could include beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season, weather) 

o Key human features (could include city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop) 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage.  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (near, far, 
left, right etc.) to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspective to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features (devise 
a simple map, use and construct basic symbols in a key) 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding area 

Lessons 

 Where are Our Seasides?  

 Features of the Seaside  

 Seasides Past and Present  

 Let's Explore a Seaside Town 

 Islands Everywhere!  

 Who Can See the Sea? 

Vocabulary: Physical feature, Human feature, Beach, cliff, coast, mountain, ocean, Season, weather, Equator, harbour, port, map, UK, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland 
Trip: seaside  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 

Term Objectives 

 
Locational Knowledge and Place 
Knowledge 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Autumn 2: 
What is the 
UK?  

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lessons 

 Name and locate countries and cities of the UK 

 Name and locate counties of the UK 

 Name and locate the main rivers and seas of the UK 

 Name and locate areas of high ground in the UK 

 Identify ways London has changed over time (population and size) 

 Identify ways London has changed over time (immigration) 

Vocabulary: UK, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland 
Trip: 

Spring 2 
Local area 
Brixton/ 
London 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 



Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

Lessons 

 Can I locate my local area? How does it fit in with other places, near and far? Learning objectives: To locate the local area on an aerial image in relation to other places around it, 
describing the key physical and human features of the area. 

 What is special about my local area? Learning objectives: To describe the distinctive human and physical features of the local area, comparing different perspectives.  

 What can I find out about from a walk in my local area? Learning objectives: To use fieldwork to observe, measure and record a range of data on the human and physical features in the 
local area, using a range of methods. 

 How can we make a map to show what we have found out about the local area? Learning objectives: To record the features of the local area using a sketch map 

 How has this place changed over time? Learning objectives: To use Ordnance Survey maps as evidence to understand processes of settlement and change in the local area. 

 How might this place change in future? Learning objectives: To draw on fieldwork and an understanding of processes of settlement and change to produce a simple report • To create a 
sketch map of the local area showing possible future changes 

Vocabulary: UK, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, European Union, citizen, international, passport, accent 
Trip: Field work in local area 

Summer 2:  
Mountains 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lessons 

 Describe what a mountain is and locate the world’s ‘Seven Summits’ on a map.  

 Describe the key features of mountains and how they are formed.  

 Describe the climate of the mountains and explore mountain life. Extended writing opportunity: Write a diary entry about living near a mountain.  

 Explore and locate the UK’s highest mountains.  

 Recognise the importance of the Himalayas for people living in the region.  

 Share your knowledge about a world-famous mountain or mountainous region. Extended writing opportunity: Write a letter to a friend about the landscape of a famous mountain or 
mountain region. 

Vocabulary: hills, mountains, coasts, rivers, ridge, range, mountain, summit, tree line, outcrop 
Trip/Event: Virtual climbing experience 



Year 4 

Term Objectives 

 
Locational Knowledge and Place 
Knowledge 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Autumn 2: 
Rivers and 
the Water 
Cycle  

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lessons 

 To understand changes in states of matter 

 To understand and describe the Water Cycle 

 To explain how clouds and rain are formed 

 To understand how water can be treated and made clean 

 To explain the cause and effects of flooding 

 To understand water pollution and how it can be prevented 

Vocabulary: river, river bed, bank, source, tributary, erosion, estuary, mouth, meander, sediment, fresh water, salt water, waterfall, soil, vegetation, condensation, evaporation, liquid, water run off, steam, 
clouds, precipitation, vapour 
Trip/ Event: Model water cycle 

Spring 1:  
Earthquakes 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 



Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

Lessons 

 Explain why earthquakes occur.  

 Locate where famous earthquakes have occurred and find out some key facts.  

 Write a report about a famous earthquake. Extended writing opportunity: Write a report on a famous earthquake.  

 Identify the effect of earthquakes on land and people.  

 Identify the help people need after an earthquake. Suggested activity: Role-play as ShelterBox and debate what you would include in your box.  

 Identify how to prepare for an earthquake. Extended writing 

Vocabulary: Richter scale, seismic wave, seismograph, tsunami, crust, epicentre, magnitude, mantle, plate tectonics, disaster, emergency, rubble, tremors 
Trip: Natural History Museum 

Summer 2:  
Volcanoes 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lessons 

 Find out about the structure of the Earth and label a diagram.  

 Describe what happens at the boundaries between the Earth’s plates.  

 Describe and explain the key features of a volcano. Online Page: What is a volcano? KS2 Activity: Volcano Features Practical Activity: Making a chatterbox volcano Word Mat: Volcanoes  

 Locate a range of famous volcanoes and find out some key facts, including when the volcanoes last erupted.  

 Report on the effects of a volcanic eruption. Extended writing opportunity: Write a report about a volcanic eruption.  

 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of living near a volcano. 

Vocabulary: crust, fault, mantle, active, dormant, extinct, conduit, magma, crater, ash, lava, ring of fire 
Trip: Natural History Museum 

 



Year 5 

Term Objectives 

 
Locational Knowledge and Place 
Knowledge 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Autumn 2: 
Lines of 
Significance  

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lessons 

 Locate the Equator and understand why it is important.  

 Locate the hemispheres on a world map and name some of the continents and countries in each one. 

 Identify and locate lines of latitude and longitude. 

 Identify time zones around the world 

 Using an atlas and symbols 

 Compass directions and grid references  

Vocabulary: Lines of latitude, lines of longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian, time 
zones 
Trip: 

Spring 2  
Greece vs 
UK 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 

including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 

natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 



Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

Lessons 

 Locate Europe on a world map and identify some of its characteristics.  

 Locate some of Europe’s countries and capitals, and find out more about them.  

 Explore different European cuisine. Suggested activity: Design and/or make a dish at home or at school.   

 Use key facts and persuasive techniques to persuade someone to holiday in the Mediterranean. Extended writing opportunity: Using the information in the Guided Reading brochure, 
write a script for an advert.  

 Compare and contrast news stories about the Mediterranean.   

 Compare life in Athens with my life and my local area. 

Vocabulary:  
Trip/ Event: Cooking Greek food- links to DT 

Summer 2:  
Rivers 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lessons 

 Where Does Our Water Come From? 

 Rivers of the World 

 Features of a River 

 Erosion and Deposition 

 How Do We Use Rivers? 

Vocabulary: river, river bed, bank, source, tributary, erosion, estuary, mouth, meander, sediment, fresh water, salt water, waterfall, soil, vegetation, condensation 
Trip: Thames  

 



Year 6 

Term Objectives 

 
Locational Knowledge and Place 
Knowledge 

Human and Physical Geography Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Autumn 2: 
Economics 
and Trade  

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lessons 

 To describe what trade is and what can be traded 

 To describe and understand the UK’s trade links 

 To understand geographical similarities and differences (economics and trade) 

 To understand how products are produced through a global supply chain 

 Fair Trade 

 To describe how trade has changed over time 

Vocabulary: land use, economic activity, trade links, the distribution of natural resources, energy, food, minerals and water 
Trip: 

Spring 2  
Climates 
around the 
world 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and 

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 



Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

Lessons 

 Identify the different lines of latitude and explain how latitude is linked to climate.  

 Locate different climate zones and explore the differences between the Northern and Southern Hemispheres.  

 Compare temperate and tropical climates.  

 Explore weather patterns within a climate zone.  

 Write a weather forecast for a typical day in your choice of climate zone. Extension activity: find out more about the Mediterranean climate zone.  

 Identify the characteristics of each climate zone. Extended writing opportunity: Create a persuasive brochure to explain why someone should live in your chosen climate zone. 

Vocabulary: Climate, weather, biome, ecosystem, climate zones, tropical, arid, Mediterranean, temperate, continental, polar, rainforest, savannah, desert, temperate forest, grassland, Mediterranean, 
tundra, taiga 
Trip: Weather centre? 

Summer 2:  
Rivers 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lessons 

 Where Does Our Water Come From? 

 Rivers of the World 

 Features of a River 

 Erosion and Deposition 

 How Do We Use Rivers? 

 Holding Back the Flood 

Vocabulary: river, river bed, bank, source, tributary, erosion, estuary, mouth, meander, sediment, fresh water, salt water, waterfall, soil, vegetation, condensation 
Trip: Thames  

 


