
EYFS 

30-50 Months Understanding the World People and Communities • To show interest in the lives of people who 
are familiar to them. 

• To remember and talk about 
significant events in their own experiences. 

• To recognise and describe special times 
or events for family or friends. 

• To show interest in different occupations 
and ways of life. 

• To know some of the things that make 
them unique, and to talk about some of 
the similarities and differences in relation 
to friends or family. 

The World • To comment and ask questions about 
aspects of their familiar world, such as the 
place where they live or the natural world. 

• To talk about some of the things they 
have observed, such as plants, animals, 
natural and found objects. 

• To talk about why things happen and how 
things work. 

• To develop an understanding of 
growth, decay and changes over time. 
 

40-60 Months Understanding the World The World • To look closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and 
change. 
 

ELG Understanding the World People and Communities • To talk about past and present events in 
their own lives and in the lives of family 
members. 

• To know about similarities and  
differences between themselves and 
others, and among families, communities 
and traditions. 

 

The World • To know about similarities and differences 
in relation to places, objects, materials and 
living things. To talk about the features of 
their own immediate environment and 
how environments might vary from one 
another. 
 



Year 1 

Term Objectives 

 Knowledge Skills 

Autumn 1: 
Changes 
within living 
memory- 
toys 

Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life; 

  Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the 
Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flights or events commemorated through festivals 
or anniversaries];  

  The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong, William Caxton, and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, 
Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence nightingale and Edith Cavell]; 

     Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating 
to the passing of time.  

 They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 
periods.  

 They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events.  

 They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented. 

Lessons 

 Toys today 

 Parents’ and grandparents’ toys 

 Toys in early 20th Century 

 Victorian toys 

 Roman toys 

 Important changes- compare and why do you think these changes were made? 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Century, Discovery, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday 
Trip/ event: Toy Museum 

Spring 1: 
Victorians 

Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life; 

  Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the 
Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flights or events commemorated through festivals 
or anniversaries];  

  The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong, William Caxton, and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, 
Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence nightingale and Edith Cavell]; 

     Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating 
to the passing of time.  

 They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 
periods.  

 They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events.  

 They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented. 

Lessons 

 School 

 Homes 

 Hospitals 

 Clothes 

 Food 

 Compare with now 



Vocabulary: Artefact, Century, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday 
Trip: V&A Museum 

Summer 1: 
Mary 
Anning 

Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life; 

  Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the 
Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flights or events commemorated through festivals 
or anniversaries];  

  The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong, William Caxton, and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, 
Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence nightingale and Edith Cavell]; 

 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating 
to the passing of time.  

 They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 
periods.  

 They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events.  

 They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented. 

Lessons 

 Why do we remember Mary Anning? 

 What were the ups and downs of Mary Anning’s life? 

 What was Mary Anning like and what made her so special? 

 What did others think of Mary? 

 How do we know Mary really did all of those clever things? 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Century, Discovery, Explorer, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday 
Trip: Local 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

Term Objectives 

 Knowledge Skills 

Autumn 1 
and 2: The 
Great Fire 
of London 

Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life; 

  Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the 
Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flights or events commemorated through festivals 
or anniversaries];  

  The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong, William Caxton, and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, 
Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence nightingale and Edith Cavell]; 

     Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating 
to the passing of time.  

 They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 
periods.  

 They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events.  

 They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented. 

Lessons 

 Think of questions to ask about the fire, explore London in 1666 by looking at the different jobs people undertook 

 Examine pictures and read a story to establish the events 

 How do we know what happened during the fire? 

 Explore different versions of events 

 How was London rebuilt following the fire? 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Calendar, Century, Church, Discovery, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday 
Trip: St Paul’s Cathedral 

Spring 2: 
Explorers 

Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life; 

  Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the 
Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flights or events commemorated through festivals 
or anniversaries];  

  The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong, William Caxton, and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, 
Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence nightingale and Edith Cavell]; 

     Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating 
to the passing of time.  

 They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 
periods.  

 They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events.  

 They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented. 

Lessons 

 What makes someone significant? Introduce explorers.  

 Christopher Columbus 

 Neil Armstrong 

 Tim Peake 

 Comparison and ‘How can we remember significant explorers?’  

Vocabulary: Artefact, Calendar, Century, Discovery, Explorer, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday 
Trip: Maritime Museum 



 

Year 3 

Term Objectives 

 Knowledge Skills 

Autumn 1: 
Britain from 
Stone Age 
to Iron Age 

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Lessons 

 Intro- Palaeolithic 

 Mesolithic 

 Neolithic 

 Bronze age 

 Ion age 

 Showcase opportunity.  

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Discovery, Evidence, Long ago, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Archaeology, AD/ BC, Bronze Age, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Conquest, Emperor, 
Empire, Gods/Goddesses, Hunter-gather, Invasion, Iron Age, Metal-working, Nomad, Prehistory, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Rebellion 
Trip: Museum of London 

Spring 1: 
the Romans 

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 



  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

Lessons 

 Why on earth did the Romans leave sunny Italy to invade this cold island on the edge of the empire?  

 Why did Boudica stand up to the Romans and what image do we have of her today?  

 How were the Romans able to keep control over such a vast empire? Army 

 How did the Roman way of life contrast with the Celtic lifestyle they found when they arrived? How do we know?  

 How can we solve the mystery of why this great empire came to an end?  

 How much of our lives today can possibly be influenced by the Romans who lived here 2,000 years ago? 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Discovery, Evidence, Long ago, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Archaeology, AD/ BC, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Conquest, Emperor, Empire, 
Gods/Goddesses, Invasion, Iron Age, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Rebellion 
Trip: Museum of London 

Summer 1: 
Local 
History 
study: 
Windrush 

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Lessons 

 What was the Windrush? SS Windrush 

 The Windrush generation 

 What they did on arrival 

 Impact on local area 

 Visitor and recount/ diary 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Primary Source, Secondary Source.  
Trip: Local Visitor in 

 



Year 4 

Term Objectives 

 Knowledge Skills 

Autumn 1: 
Ancient 
Egypt 

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Lessons 

 Who were the Ancient Egyptians? 

 Ancient Egyptian life 

 Mummies 

 Tutankhamun 

 Hieroglyphs 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Discovery, Explorer, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Archaeology, AD/ BC, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Conquest, 
Emperor, Empire, Gods/Goddesses, Primary Source, Secondary Source 
Trip: British Museum 

Spring 2: 
The Battle 
of Britain 
WW2 

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 



  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

Lessons 

 Why did Britain have to go to war in 1939? 

 Why was it necessary for children to be evacuated and what was evacuation really like? 

 How was Britain able to stand firm against the German threat? 

 How did people manage to carry on normal life during the war and how do we know? 

 Why is it so difficult to be sure what life on the Home Front was really like? 

 What was VE day really like? 
 
P4C- Is war ever okay? 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Invasion, war, battle, evacuation 
Trip: Imperial War Museum  

Summer 1: 
Local 
History 
Study: War 
Memorials  

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Lessons 

 To explore the two world wars and their significance today.  

 To understand what a war memorial is and why it was created  

 To locate war memorials in the local area, identifying features  

 To explain why war memorials were important to communities in the past, why memorials continue to be important to communities today and some of the problems facing war 
memorials today  

 To understand that war memorials can be used to find out about the past.  

 To use primary sources to find out about people, events and places in the past, making comparisons between the past and present and suggesting reasons for change 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Invasion, war, battle, evacuation 
Trip: Local war memorial 

 

 



Year 5 

Term Objectives 

 Knowledge Skills 

Autumn 2: 
Anglo- 
Saxons  

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Lessons 

 Why did the Anglo-Saxons invade and how can we possibly know where they settled? 

 What does the mystery of the empty grave tell us about Saxon Britain?  

 How did people’s lives change when Christianity came to Britain and how can we be sure? 

 How were the Saxons able the see off the Viking threat?  

 Just how great was King Alfred, really? 

 Just how effective was Saxon justice? P4C 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Discovery, Explorer, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Archaeology, AD/ BC, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Conquest, 
Emperor, Empire, Gods/Goddesses, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Aristocracy, Causation, Christianity, Decade, Global, Immigrant, Interpretation, Invention, Migration, Nation, Oral history, Rebellion 
Trip: 

Spring 1: 
Vikings 

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 



  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

Lessons 

 What image do we have of the Vikings? 

 Why have the Vikings gained such a bad reputation?  

 How did the Vikings try to take over the country and how close did they get? 

 How have recent excavations changed our view of the Vikings? (Focus on Jorvik) 

 What can we learn about Viking settlement from a study of place name endings?  

 Raiders or settlers: how should we remember the Vikings? P4C 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Discovery, Explorer, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Archaeology, AD/ BC, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Conquest, 
Emperor, Empire, Gods/Goddesses, Primary Source, Secondary Source,  Aristocracy, Causation, Christianity, Decade, Global, Immigrant, Interpretation, Invention, Migration, Nation, Oral history, Rebellion 
Trip: Museum of London? 

Summer 1: 
Ancient 
Greece  

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Lessons 

 Who were the Ancient Greeks? 

 Democracy 

 Olympics 

 Gods and goddesses 

 Battle of Troy and Trojan War 

 Comparison with today- impact on western life. (Could be ongoing throughout) 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Discovery, Explorer, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Archaeology, AD/ BC, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Conquest, 
Emperor, Empire, Gods/Goddesses, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Ancient civilisation, Aristocracy, Causation, Democracy, Global, Immigrant, Interpretation, Invention, Migration, Monarchy, Myths and 
legends, Nation, Oral history, Rebellion, Republic 
Trip: 

 



 

Year 6 

Term Objectives 

 Knowledge Skills 

Autumn 1: 
the 
Kingdom of 
Benin  

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Lessons 

 Why do we learn about Benin in school? 

 What sort of place was Benin 1,000 years ago and how do we know? 

 What can we tell about Benin society from the images and artefacts that have survived? 

 What changes took place when the European settlers started trading? 

 Soap, Margarine and tyres: Why did the British get involved in Benin and what were the effects for the Benin people? 

 Should the bronzes be returned to Benin?  P4C 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Discovery, Explorer, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Archaeology, AD/ BC, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Conquest, 
Emperor, Empire, Gods/Goddesses, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Ancient civilisation, Causation, Global, Immigrant, Interpretation, Invention, Migration, Nation, Oral history, Rebellion, Republic. 
Trip: 

Spring 1: 
early Islamic 
Civilisation 

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 



  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

Lessons 

 Why do you think it is important to study Islam in this period, c.900?  

 How on earth were the Arabs able to spread so far, so quickly, within just a century of the Prophet Muhammad’s death?  

 What can we learn about Islam from the way they set up the capital at Baghdad?   

 In its Golden Age, ten times more people lived in Baghdad than in London.  So what was so special about it and how can we possibly know? 

 Just how amazing was daily life for rich people in Islamic cities? 

 Which of the early Islamic achievements has most effect on our lives today?  

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Discovery, Explorer, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Archaeology, AD/ BC, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Conquest, Emperor, 
Empire, Gods/Goddesses, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Ancient civilisation, Causation, Global, Immigrant, Interpretation, Invention, Migration, Nation, Oral history, Rebellion, Republic 
Trip: 

Summer 1: 
Crime and 
punishment 

 Pupils should be taught about: 

  Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor; 

  A local history study; 

  A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066; 

  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

  Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 
from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

 They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time  

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

 They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

 They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Lessons 

 How were criminals punished 800 years ago, and how do we know? 

 What does the legend of Robin Hood tell us about medieval justice? 

 More of the same? How did crimes and punishments change between 1500 and 1750? 

 Why did punishments become so bloody in the 18th century? 

 Why did so much change happen in the 19th century? 

 Has the way we catch and punish criminals improved that much in the last 100 years? Do you think it is likely to get better or worse? P4C 

Vocabulary: Artefact, Timeline, Century, Evidence, Long ago, King/queen, Local, Past, Present, Yesterday, Agriculture, Change, Civilisation, Chronology, Primary Source, Secondary Source, Causation, Decade, 
Democracy, Global, Immigrant, Interpretation, Invention, Migration, Nation, Oral history 
Trip: Museum of London 

 


