
Exploring a Sensory Description

Here’s an example of a sensory paragraph which describes Tsar Dolmat’s gardens.

Can you spot any of the features from the checklist here?

Ivan looked around him. He was surrounded by a sea of beautiful, sweet smelling flowers. The 
only sounds he could hear were bees gently buzzing and the soft cooing of a distant bird. It was 
so peaceful. Ivan would have loved to have lay down on the spongey grass, enjoying the radiant 
sun on his tired cheeks but he knew he was here for a reason. Which garden was the firebird 
in? Enough! He could not be distracted by the allure of this sumptuous garden. Purposefully, he 
clambered nimbly over the sturdy red brick wall and into the next garden.
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I can plan a sensory description of a setting.

Did I…

Structure and Language

write a detailed description 
of the setting?

Highlight blue

build an atmosphere using 
sensory phrases?

Underline in pink

introduce the dilemma? Highlight green

use different types of 
sentences?

Write some examples here:

use rich vocabulary?

Write some examples here: 



Exploring a Sensory Description Answers
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Ivan looked around him. He was surrounded by a sea of beautiful, sweet smelling flowers. The 
only sounds he could hear were bees gently buzzing and the soft cooing of a distant bird. It was 
so peaceful. Ivan would have loved to have lay down on the spongey grass, enjoying the radiant 
sun on his tired cheeks but he knew he was here for a reason. Which garden was the firebird 
in? Enough! He could not be distracted by the allure of this sumptuous garden. Purposefully, he 
clambered nimbly over the sturdy red brick wall and into the next garden.


