
Exploring Characters 
Through Dialogue

Looking at Chapter 3, work with a talk partner to list some of the things said by characters and 
to reflect on what this tells us about the character, their feelings or attitudes to others. 

Only record quotations which you think tell the reader something about the characters. 

You can record more than one quotation for each character. 

The character   says and this tells us that…

Tsar Dolmat “Why did you try to steal 
my firebird?”

He wants answers on why Ivan behaved as 
he did but he seems to be a reasonable man 
who is ready to listen to Ivan’s point of view.
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I can explore how characters can be developed through action and dialogue.
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The character   says and this tells us that…



Exploring Characters Through Dialogue 
 Answers
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The character   says and this tells us that…

Tsar Dolmat “Why did you try to steal my 
firebird?”

He wants answers on why Ivan behaved as he did 
but he seems to be a reasonable man who is ready 
to listen to Ivan’s point of view.

Tsar Dolmat

“I should throw you into my 
dungeon, you know that? You 
are a prince though and you 
were doing what your father 
asked so I’ll tell you what I will 
do. You do a favour for me, and 
not only will you be spared from 
imprisonment, but I will give 
you my firebird.”

He treats people differently due to who they are. 
He is clever enough to use the situation to his 
advantage by asking a favour of Ivan. 

Ivan
“Why of course, Tsar Dolmat. 
Thank you so much. Name your 
favour.”

Ivan is relieved and grateful. 

Wolf “I heard the alarm bells.” The wolf is able to tell Ivan he is disappointed in 
him without actually saying it. 

Ivan

“Well, yes. I did but luckily the 
tsar will still give me the fire-
bird if I can bring him the horse 
with the golden mane. Do you 
know where I might find it?”

He does not apologise at this point for not 
following the wolf’s instructions. This is impolite. 
He is someone who looks to the future as he 
doesn’t dwell on what he did wrong, but rather he 
is focused on how he can put things right. 

Ivan “I have learnt my lesson, Wolf.” Ivan does not always tell the truth because he goes 
on to not follow instructions for a second time.

Tsar Alfron “Who are you who has dared to 
take my horse and bridle?”

He is angry and thinks of himself as very 
important. 

Tsar Alfron “You don’t take what is not 
yours, boy.”

He is angry and feels that Ivan has done 
something very wrong. He wants him to 
understand this.
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The character   says and this tells us that…

Tsar Alfron

“However, as it happens, I need 
you to do something for me. 
You bring me Princess Hele-
na from the kingdom over the 
mountains, and not only will 
you walk free, but I shall give 
you my horse with the golden 
mane.”

He is clever enough to use the situation to his 
advantage by asking a favour of Ivan. He is 
immoral to ask for a human being to be brought to 
him like a possession. 

Wolf

“Ivan, you have been an utter 
fool.”

“My instructions were very 
clear and yet you have landed 
yourself in trouble again.”

He is fed up with Ivan not listening to him and he 
thinks he is foolish.

Ivan “I know. I’m sorry. I need your 
help again, please Wolf.”

Ivan acknowledges his mistakes and is sorry. He is 
desperate for the wolf to help him.

Wolf “From now on, we are doing 
things my way!”

He is assertive and strict. He is also fair as he has 
given Ivan two chances.

Ivan “Do not be afraid. You are safe 
with us.”

He is kind and gentle and cares about others’ 
feelings.

Ivan

“What shall we do now? 
Princess Helena and I have 
fallen in love. There is no way 
I can deliver her to Tsar Alfron 
but then without the horse 
with the golden mane, I cannot 
secure the firebird for my 
father.”

Ivan is in love with Helena.

He still places high importance on achieving his 
initial goal so he is determined and has resilience. 
He also is keen to impress his father. He is in a 
dilemma and is asking his trusted friend, the wolf, 
for help. 

Wolf

“Very true and more to the 
point you will be hunted down 
by the tsar’s guards if you 
break your promise.”

The wolf is realistic about the situation Ivan finds 
himself in. 
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