
Monday 25th January 2021 
L.O: To make an informed judgement of a text

Success Criteria: 
To identify key features of a book cover 
To use inference skills 
To make an informed opinion

Every English & Maths lesson this week is also available as a video with teacher input on the School’s YouTube account!
https://youtu.be/DxWH2BfFlaw



Have you heard 
this common 
saying?

Do you agree?

Why/Why not?



This is the front cover of our new text.

What can you see?

What features might you immediately judge? 

Plot Hint 

Title 

Image/Colours

Author

Previous books written  



Author: Malorie Blackman 

What do you know about Malorie Blackman? 
How could the name of the author influence your judgement 
of whether you might choose this book from a shelf?  



Read the information about Malorie Blackman:



In your books, write a short paragraph to answer the 
following question:

Using the information and any other research, who is Malorie Blackman?

Think about: What other novels has she written?
What are her main successes?
What does she achieve through her writing? 

You could start with: Malorie Blackman is a highly successful children’s 
author, who has won numerous awards for her writing…



Title: Pig Heart Boy

Plot Hint: What if your only chance of survival was a pig’s heart?

What informed judgements can you make about the book from 
the title and plot hint?

What do you think the story might be about? 



In your books, write a short paragraph to answer the 
following question:

2. What do you think this story will be about? 

Think about: What genre do you think the story will be?
What do you think the plot might be?
What challenges might face the main character?

You could start with: I predict that ‘Pig Heart Boy’ will be a fiction story 
with a focus on one main character, who has to make a difficult decision if 
he (the title informs me that the main character is a boy) wants to survive. 

Remember – this is just a prediction! Try to make INFORMED judgements, using the 
information on the front cover. 



Go back and look at the front cover again.

What colours have been chosen? How does that make you feel? 
What atmosphere is created through the image?

You might have thought:
• The red and black bold lettering makes me feel that it will be a 

dramatic story. 
• The image of the torso with stiches over the heart suggests that the 

story might involve a medical procedure or surgery.
• I believe that there is possibly a dangerous or hostile atmosphere. 



In your books, write a short paragraph to answer the 
following question:

3. How does the overall appearance of the front cover inform your 
judgement of the book? 

Think about: What colours have been used? How does that make you feel?
What is the image of? What does that suggest?

You could start with: 

Firstly, the colours used on the front cover inform my judgement of this 
book because they suggest that the story is dramatic, with possibly an 
element of danger. 



Re-read your answers and reflect on your 
overall informed judgement of the text! 

Brilliant work today J

Email your finished work to:
ksutherland@kingsavenue.Lambeth.sch.uk
mjames@kingsavenue.Lambeth.sch.uk

mailto:ksutherland@kingsavenue.Lambeth.sch.uk
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