
Please send your completed work to your teacher: 
Miss Sutherland’s email: ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

Miss James’ email: mjames@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

Reading Week Beginning 
08.02.21

We hope you are all keeping well and 
safe at home 

This weeks English lesson is available online –
Follow the Youtube link to listen!
https://youtu.be/NjZTf8aOQ0E

mailto:ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
mailto:mjames@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk


Reading Overview 
Week beginning 08.02.21

• This is a PowerPoint explains the different reading strategies that 
your child will need throughout the week.

• It explains the tasks your child will need to do each day.

• All of the documents needed are available on the website.

• Thank you for your hard work and continuing support. Feel free to 
contact any teacher by the following email addresses:

• Miss Sutherland’s email: ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• Miss James’ email: mjames@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

mailto:ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
mailto:mjames@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk


Day Task

Monday 

08.02.2021

Read ‘The Hope-o-potamus’ 

and answer the ‘Vocabulary’ questions 

Tuesday 

09.02.2021 

Read ‘The Hope-o-potamus’ 

and answer the ‘Record and retrieve’ 

questions

Wednesday

10.02.2021 

Read ‘The Hope-o-potamus’ 

and answer the ‘Making inferences’ 

questions

Thursday

11.02.2021 

Read ‘The Hope-o-potamus’ 

and answer the ‘Forming opinions’ 

questions

Friday

12.02.2021 

Read ‘The Hope-o-potamus’ 

and answer the Justify Opinion questions





Reading strategies

• Understanding the meaning of words in context: 

Break the word down   

Substitute the word  

Read around the word 

Imagine the situation 











Reading strategies

• Retrieve and record key details: 

Identify key words in the question

Scan the text for the key words

Select the correct evidence to answer the question





Reading strategies

• Summarise information from more than one paragraph: 





Reading strategies

• Make and justify inferences using evidence from the text: 

Identify key words in the question

Scan the text for the key words

Read around the key words for clues

Imagine the situation





Reading strategies

• Form and justify personal opinions: 

Choose the ‘easy’ answer (the one with the most evidence)

Scan the text for evidence

Point, Evidence, Explain   or   Answer it, Prove it, Explain it

2 points + 1 evidence = full marks











Monday – 08.02.2021
Understanding the meaning of words in context

Read ’The Hope-o-potomus’
Answer the following vocabulary questions

Remember the 4 key strategies to help with understanding the 
meaning of words/phrases in context:

• - Break the word up

• - Substitute the word

• - Read around the word for clues

• - Imagine the situation/imagine yourself in the situation



1) Find and copy one word that shows things will be worse for the 
hippo if he did not do something.

2) What is meant by the term ‘arid terrain’?

3) Look at the stanza beginning ‘Ahead, a high mountain top…’

What does the word ‘summit’ refer to?

4) Find and copy a phrase that shows the hippo believed the 
mountain to be the hardest terrain to overcome.

5) Look at the line ‘The mountain was rocky and strewn with huge 
boulders’.

What does the word ‘strewn’ suggest about how the boulders were 
positioned?



Tuesday – 09.02.2021
Retrieve and Record Information

Read ’The Hope-o-potomus’
Answer the following retrieval questions

• Remember the key steps for retrieving and recording details:

• - Highlight key words in the question

• - Scan the text for key words

• - Select the correct evidence to answer the question



1) Which animal gave the hippo advice?

2) Match the animals to the environment the hippo met them in.

3) Tick the statement that best shows what the sloth thought when he met the 
hippo: 

• He looks tired; he should take a rest

• He’s so strange. He should just chill.

• Why is even bothering? He should give up

Camel Mountain 

Grassland 

Sloth Jungle

Desert 

Lion River 



4) Name 2 dangers of the hippo climbing the mountain.

5) Complete the table below by ticking whether each statement is true 
or false:

Statement True False 

There is only one hippo in the poem 

The hope-o-potomus is thirsty

The hope-o-potomus wanted a new 

adventure 

The mountain was the most difficult terrain 

for the hippo to travel across 



Wednesday – 10.02.2021
Summarising a Text 

Read ’The Hope-o-potomus’

Answer the following summarising questions

• Remember the key steps for summarising information from more 
than one paragraph:

• - Shorter than the text

• - Use your own words

• - Main ideas only



• 1) Can you put the animals in the order they are mentioned in the 
poem?

• - lion               - hippo           - sloth

• - hope-o-potamus - camel         - giraffe

• 2) Summarise the main message of the poem.

• 3) How does the hope-o-potamus’ feelings change throughout the 
poem? Use this to help you. 

• At the beginning of the poem, the hope-o-potamus felt ________ 
because_____________. When he was traveling ____________ 
because_______________________________________. At the end, 
he felt __________________________________ because 
__________________________________________.

•



Thursday – 11.02.2021
Making Inferences 

Read ’The Hope-o-potomus’

Answer the following inferences questions

Remember the key strategies for making inferences:

• - Highlight key words in the question

• - Scan the text for key words

• - Read around the key words for clues

• - Imagine the situation/imagine yourself in the situation 



1) Why do you think the giraffe is described as ‘wise’?

2) What impression did the camel get of the hippo when they met in the 
desert? Use evidence to explain your answer.

3) Why was the hippo ‘tempted’ by the sloth?

4) Why did the hippo begin to lose hope when he was climbing the 
mountain?

5) Why did the other animals follow the hippo? 



Friday – 12.02.2021
Forming and justifying opinions 

Read ’The Hope-o-potomus’
Answer the following questions

Remember the key strategies for forming and justifying opinions:

• - Choose the ‘easy answer’ (the one with the most evidence)

• - Point, Evidence and Explain (P.E.E.)

• - 2 x Points, 1 x Evidence and explain = Full marks



• 1) Do you think that it was difficult for the other animals to admit 
that they were wrong to the hippo? Explain your answer using 
evidence from the text. (3 marks)

• 2) To what extent do you agree with the other animals that the hope-
o-potamus was ‘brave’? (3 marks)

• 3) Do you think that the poem’s message is important for children to 
understand? (3 marks)

• YES                    NO                    MAYBE


