
Thursday 4th February 2021  

L.O: To incorporate research into formal writing 

Success Criteria: 
To reflect on independent research 
To recognize features of a balanced argument 
To include formal language 

https://youtu.be/jC8FBM6Huos
Today’s lesson on Youtube!

https://youtu.be/jC8FBM6Huos


Today we are continuing to look at ‘Chapter 4: Dr 
Bryce’.  Watch the following video to listen:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CghWuEKnp1Y

As you are listening, reflect on your reaction to the 
transplant.  Which character do you most agree with?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CghWuEKnp1Y


Key Vocabulary 

Transplant = Transfer/move an organ from one individual to another 

Xenotransplantation
Or Transgenics = Transfer/move an organ from one species to another



‘The transplant does carry its own risks – every operation does –
but it’s a question of carefully weighing the advantages and the 
disadvantages and seeing which side comes out ahead.’

What do you think about the possibility of a pig heart transplant?

Should animals be used for xenotransplantation?



Should animals be used for xenotransplantation?

Today and tomorrow, we will be writing a balanced argument 
to answer this question. 

Reflection:  Look back at the information and research from 
yesterday to help you.



What are the main advantages and disadvantages of 
the xenotransplantation named in this chapter?

Advantages Disadvantages 

Lack of human organs available.

The medical research is done in a humane way 
and there is no cruelty to animals.

Animal rights and welfare groups oppose the procedure.

Arguably, it is not fair to experiment on animals.Animals should not be sacrificed to help humans. 

There is effective anti-rejection medicine 

High risk of rejection of the organ

Pig hearts are similar sized to humans 



What are the main advantages and disadvantages of 
xeno-transplantation named in this chapter?

Advantage Disadvantages 

Lack of human organs available.

The medical research is done in a humane way 
and there is no cruelty to animals.

Animal rights and welfare groups oppose the procedure.

Arguably, it is not fair to experiment on animals.

Animals should not be sacrificed to help humans. 

There is effective anti-rejection medicine High risk of rejection of the organ

Pig hearts are similar sized to humans 

Did you find any other reasons in your research?



What is the structure of a balanced argument?

1. Introduction
A short opening describing what the argument is 
about. Not to put any personal views in this section.

2. Arguments 'For’ x 2 

3. Arguments 'Against’ x 2

4. Conclusion
To sum up the different arguments made
To give personal opinion

Recap:

TODAY

TOMORROW 



Recap:

Success Criteria



Let’s look at a model balanced argument: 

Definition of 
Xenotransplantation

For 

Against

For 

Against 

For 

Against 

Conclusion 

Introduction 



What phrases or ideas can we use in our own balanced argument?

Throughout the years, people have often wondered___.

In contrast, critics believe that ____.

Although, critics say that ____.

Supporters believe that _____. 

People in favor say that _____.

Despite this, _____. 

In addition, _____.

Moreover, _____. 



Should animals be used for xenotransplantation?
In your books:
Introduction

• To include a brief definition of Xenotransplantation and the overview of the two differing 
opinions. 

• DO NOT give your opinion at this stage!  

An example:

Throughout the years, people have often debated the advantages and disadvantages of 
xenotransplantation.  It is essential to first define the term, what is xenotransplantation? 
Xenotransplantation is the transfer of an organ from one species to another. Some people are 
eager supporters of the procedure; others are fierce critics and firmly believe that animals 
should not be involved in the surgery. By examining evidence, this balanced argument will 
explore both sides of the argument before reaching a conclusion. 



Main Body

2 x FOR paragraphs 

Animals SHOULD be used in 
xenotransplantation.

What are the benefits?

- There are more animal donors 
available than human donors.

- The animals are treated humanely.
- Pig hearts are effective because 

they are similar size to humans.  

Look at the fact sheet at the end of the slideshow to help you provide evidence!
Or you can make up your own sensible statistics J



For example:

Point: Firstly, it is important to point out that there 
are more animal donors available than human donors. 
There is a finite number of humans who would be willing 
to donate their organs. 

Evidence: Research suggests that it would be possible 
to carry out 50% more transplant surgeries each year 
if doctors were able to use animal organs.

Explanation: Consequently, it is imperative that animals 
should be used for xenotransplantation as this would 
save thousands of lives around the world each year.



Throughout the years, people have often wondered___.

In contrast, critics believe that ____.

Although, critics say that ____.

Supporters believe that _____. 

People in favor say that _____.

Despite this, _____. 

In addition, _____.



Some key facts to help you
with providing evidence:



Edit your writing to correct any 
punctuation or spellings. 

Fantastic work today J

Email your finished work to:
ksutherland@kingsavenue.Lambeth.sch.uk

mailto:ksutherland@kingsavenue.Lambeth.sch.uk

