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History lesson 2

LO: To investigate how the 
Vikings gained a bad 

reputation



Recap

What did we find out about the Vikings last lesson?



Think about your ideas of what a Viking was like…

In your book, list 5 words that you would use to describe a 
Viking 

- Strong
- Fierce
- …
- …
- ...



Reputation

What does this word mean? Write a definition in 
your books.

What reputation did the Vikings get?

Do you think this is a fair representation? 

Let’s find out a bit more. 



The first Viking invasion… Lindisfarne

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zjcxwty

(The real people video - Invaders and Settlers)

From this video, how are the Vikings presented?

In the video, the Vikings are presented as...

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zjcxwty


Who was writing about the Vikings raid on 
Lindisfarne?

Why shouldn’t we just believe this opinion 
without asking questions?



Who is 
about to 
be 
attacked 
here?

Raid on Lindisfarne, 793 AD



Who is 
being 
attacked?

Raid on Lindisfarne, 793 AD



Raid on Lindisfarne, 793 AD

Monks had lots of 
wealth and could 
write their version 
of what happened 
to them.

How might this 
affect our opinions 
on the Vikings?



The next 2 sources show 2 accounts of the 
same event. 

One is a Saxon perspective, one is a Viking 
perspective. Which is which? 

Why do they differ?



Source 1 - what image of the Vikings does this 
give us?



Source 2 - What image of the Vikings does this 
give us?



I think Source 1 is the ___________ perspective because…

I think Source 2 is the ___________ perspective because…

They are different because….



Why were the monks so upset about what 
happened at Lindisfarne?

Why did the Vikings decide to raid Lindisfarne?

(What did the Vikings believe?)



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrpnvcw

Watch this video next.

Has your opinion of the Vikings changed over the course of 
the lesson?

What do we now know which might affect our opinion?

Write a short paragraph reflecting on your opinion of the 
Vikings, whether it has changed this lesson, and if they 
deserve the reputation that they got from the Saxons.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrpnvcw


Thinking deeper

Should you listen to other people’s 
opinions about people?


