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I can explore the features of a discussion. 

Identify the features of a discussion, marking this text in the way described below.

A discussion…

includes an introduction;
Introduce what the discussion is about.

Write the word ‘Introduction’ next to the 
paragraph you think is the introductory 
paragraph.

presents different views or theories;
Make this a separate middle section. 

Write the words ‘Argument For’ next to any 
paragraphs presenting the arguments for 
offering the prize.

Write the words ‘Argument Against’ next to 
any paragraphs presenting the arguments 
against offering the prize.

adds supporting evidence;
Back up arguments with facts or research.

Underline some examples of arguments being 
backed up by evidence.

builds cohesion across paragraphs;
Use devices such as using pronouns rather 
than repeating nouns; use adverbials of time, 
place, number and other adverbials and use 
tense choices.

Highlight some examples of where you think 
cohesion has been used.

adds my own opinion;
Write what you think.

Write the words ‘Eduard’s Opinion’ next to 
the paragraph where you think he shared 
his opinion.

includes a concluding statement.
End your text appropriately.

Write the words ‘Concluding Statement’ next 
to the paragraph which you think contains 
the conclusion.

Your Majesty,

This question of whether you should or should not give half of your 
kingdom to whoever captures the firebird is not a simple one, Your 
Majesty. I will present to you both sides of the argument and I hope you 
will find this discussion useful. 

Should the Tsar Offer Half of his Kingdom to Whoever Captures the Firebird?
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Many of your advisers have already pointed out how serious 
a problem it is that the firebird is taking the golden apples. A 
valuable reward is, therefore, needed to motivate people to bring 
the firebird to you. Although your sons should do this without 
a reward, it is obvious that some of them are motivated by the 
prize you have offered. The apples on that tree are the only ones 
of their kind. They are obviously treasured by you and, as a 
result, a generous reward is suitable in this situation. 

Secondly, in addition to stopping the firebird stealing, we should 
consider what a joy it will be to have the firebird in your possession. 
It is said that she is a strikingly beautiful creature and by owning 
the firebird, you will be the envy of all the tsars in the surrounding 
lands. The firebird could become a famous feature of our kingdom. 
I’m sure the firebird would be a wonderful treasure for a fine tsar 
like yourself to own.

On the other hand, half of the kingdom is a very valuable prize to give 
away. The security of our kingdom and the strength of the leadership 
of this land needs to be considered very carefully. Although everyone 
understands that this prize is only being offered to one of your sons 
(rather than to the general population), dividing the kingdom in this 
way could show a sign of weakness to our enemies. 

The princes are still very young and inexperienced in ruling and so 
the smooth running of the kingdom could be in jeopardy if one of 
them were to share your throne before they are grown up enough 
to take on the job. It is not for me to comment on their individual 
strengths and weaknesses but most people think that they all have 
much to learn from their father before they rule by themselves. 

In view of the arguments for and against, I would advise you, 
Your Majesty, not to offer half of your kingdom as a prize. The 
argument that the strength of our kingdom would be under threat 
is, for me a very important reason. 

However, it is my role to advise you and you, Your Majesty, always 
show the greatest wisdom in all you do and I know you will do 
so again, taking the arguments for and against carefully into 
account. Thank you for listening and you have my never-ending 
support with whichever decision you make.
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Should the Tsar Offer Half of his Kingdom to Whoever Captures the Firebird?

Your Majesty,

This question of whether you should or should not give half of your kingdom to 
whoever captures the firebird is not a simple one, Your Majesty. I will present to 
you both sides of the argument and I hope you will find this discussion useful. 

Many of your advisers have already pointed out how serious a problem it is that 
the firebird is taking the golden apples. A valuable reward is, therefore, needed to 
motivate people to bring the firebird to you. Although your sons should do this 
without a reward, it is obvious that some of them are motivated by the prize you 
have offered. The apples on that tree are the only ones of their kind. They are 
obviously treasured by you and, as a result, a generous reward is suitable in this 
situation. 

Secondly, in addition to stopping the firebird stealing, we should consider what a 
joy it will be to have the firebird in your possession. It is said that she is a strikingly 
beautiful creature and by owning the firebird, you will be the envy of all the tsars in 
the surrounding lands. The firebird could become a famous feature of our kingdom. 
I’m sure the firebird would be a wonderful treasure for a fine tsar like yourself to own.

On the other hand, half of the kingdom is a very valuable prize to give away. The 
security of our kingdom and the strength of the leadership of this land needs to 
be considered very carefully. Although everyone understands that this prize is only 
being offered to one of your sons (rather than to the general population), dividing the 
kingdom in this way could show a sign of weakness to our enemies. 

The princes are still very young and inexperienced in ruling and so the smooth 
running of the kingdom could be in jeopardy if one of them were to share your 
throne before they are grown up enough to take on the job. It is not for me to 
comment on their individual strengths and weaknesses but most people think that 
they all have much to learn from their father before they rule by themselves. 

In view of the arguments for and against, I would advise you, Your Majesty, not 
to offer half of your kingdom as a prize. The argument that the strength of our 
kingdom would be under threat is, for me a very important reason. 

However, it is my role to advise you and you, Your Majesty, always show the greatest 
wisdom in all you do and I know you will do so again, taking the arguments for 
and against carefully into account. Thank you for listening and you have my 
never-ending support with whichever decision you make.

Introduction
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Arguments 
For

Arguments 
Against

Eduard's 
Opinion

Arguments 
Against

Concluding
Statement 
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includes an introduction;
Introduce what the discussion is about.

Write the word ‘Introduction’ next to the paragraph 
you think is the introductory paragraph.

presents different views or theories;
Make this a separate middle section. 

Write the words ‘Argument For’ next to any 
paragraphs presenting the arguments for offering 
the prize.

Write the words ‘Argument Against’ next to any 
paragraphs presenting the arguments against 
offering the prize.

adds supporting evidence;
Back up arguments with facts or research.

Underline some examples of arguments being 
backed up by evidence.

builds cohesion across paragraphs;
Use devices such as using pronouns rather 
than repeating nouns; use adverbials of 
time, place, number and other adverbials 
and use tense choices.

Highlight some examples of pronouns and 
nouns in green.

Highlight one or more examples of adverbials in pink.

Highlight one or more examples of tense choices 
helping to build cohesion in blue. 

adds my own opinion;
Write what you think.

Write the words ‘Eduard’s Opinion’ next to the 
paragraph where you think he shared his opinion.

includes a concluding statement.
End your text appropriately.

Write the words ‘Concluding Statement’ next 
to the paragraph which you think contains the 
conclusion.

Find the Features 
I can explore the features of a discussion. 

Identify the features of a discussion, marking this text in the way described below.

A discussion…

Should the Tsar Offer Half of his Kingdom to Whoever Captures the Firebird?

Your Majesty,

I have counselled you on many issues over the years and today I 
will present to you the arguments surrounding the question you 
have asked me to investigate, that of whether you should or should 
not give half of your kingdom to whoever captures the firebird. It is 
not a simple decision for you to make, Your Majesty, but I hope you 
will find this discussion useful. 
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Many of your advisers have already pointed out how serious a 
problem it is that the firebird is taking the golden apples. A valuable 
reward is, therefore, necessary to motivate people to bring the 
firebird to you. Although your sons should do this without a reward, 
it is obvious that some of them are motivated by the prize you have 
offered. The apples on that tree are the only ones of their kind. They 
are obviously treasured by you and, as a result, a generous reward 
is suitable in this situation. 

Secondly, in addition to stopping the firebird stealing, we should 
consider what a joy it will be to have the firebird in your possession. 
Witness accounts available to us so far indicate that she is a 
strikingly beautiful creature and by owning the firebird, you will be 
the envy of all the tsars in the surrounding lands. The firebird could 
become a famous feature of our kingdom. Your other advisers have 
already mentioned the idea that she could appear as an image on 
our flag one day. Undoubtedly, she would be a fitting symbol for our 
kingdom. Although she has stolen from us, she is powerful, beautiful 
and graceful. Acquiring her would indeed benefit us all. 

On the other hand, half of the kingdom is a very valuable prize to give 
away. The security of our kingdom and the strength of the leadership 
of this land needs to be considered very carefully. Although the 
assumption is that this prize is only being offered to one of your sons 
(rather than to the general population), dividing the kingdom in this 
way could show a sign of weakness to our enemies. 

The princes are still very young and inexperienced in ruling and so the 
smooth running of the kingdom could be in jeopardy if one of them 
were to share your throne before they have matured sufficiently. It is 
not for me to comment on their individual strengths and weaknesses 
but it is generally acknowledged that they all have much to learn 
from their father before they rule by themselves. 

In view of the arguments for and against, I would advise you, Your 
Majesty, not to offer half of your kingdom as a prize. The argument 
that the strength of our kingdom would be under threat is, for me, a 
convincing and salient one. 

However, it is my role to advise you and you, Your Majesty, always 
show the greatest wisdom in all you do and I know you will do so 
again, taking the arguments for and against carefully into account. 
Thank you for listening and you have my never-ending support with 
whichever decision you make.
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Should the Tsar Offer Half of his Kingdom to Whoever Captures the Firebird?

Your Majesty,

I have counselled you on many issues over the years and today I will present to you 
the arguments surrounding the question you have asked me to investigate, that of 
whether you should or should not give half of your kingdom to whoever captures the 
firebird. It is not a simple decision for you to make, Your Majesty, but I hope you will 
find this discussion useful. 

Many of your advisers have already pointed out how serious a problem it is that 
the firebird is taking the golden apples. A valuable reward is, therefore, necessary 
to motivate people to bring the firebird to you. Although your sons should do this 
without a reward, it is obvious that some of them are motivated by the prize you have 
offered. The apples on that tree are the only ones of their kind. They are obviously 
treasured by you and, as a result, a generous reward is suitable in this situation. 

Secondly, in addition to stopping the firebird stealing, we should consider what a joy 
it will be to have the firebird in your possession. Witness accounts available to us so 
far indicate that she is a strikingly beautiful creature and by owning the firebird, you 
will be the envy of all the tsars in the surrounding lands. The firebird could become a 
famous feature of our kingdom. Your other advisers have already mentioned the idea 
that she could appear as an image on our flag one day. Undoubtedly, she would be 
a fitting symbol for our kingdom. Although she has stolen from us, she is powerful, 
beautiful and graceful. Acquiring her would indeed benefit us all. 

On the other hand, half of the kingdom is a very valuable prize to give away. The 
security of our kingdom and the strength of the leadership of this land needs to be 
considered very carefully. Although the assumption is that this prize is only being 
offered to one of your sons (rather than to the general population), dividing the 
kingdom in this way could show a sign of weakness to our enemies. 

The princes are still very young and inexperienced in ruling and so the smooth 
running of the kingdom could be in jeopardy if one of them were to share your 
throne before they have matured sufficiently. It is not for me to comment on their 
individual strengths and weaknesses but it is generally acknowledged that they all 
have much to learn from their father before they rule by themselves. 

In view of the arguments for and against, I would advise you, Your Majesty, not to 
offer half of your kingdom as a prize. The argument that the strength of our kingdom 
would be under threat is, for me, a convincing and salient one. 

However, it is my role to advise you and you, Your Majesty, always show the greatest 
wisdom in all you do and I know you will do so again, taking the arguments for 
and against carefully into account. Thank you for listening and you have my never-
ending support with whichever decision you make.
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Find the Features 
I can explore the features of a discussion. 

Identify the features of a discussion, marking this text in your own way to show the different 
features. You will need to make up your own key and explain it below. 

Handy tip – you may wish to use a combination of colour highlighting and labels. 

A discussion…

includes an introduction;
Introduce what the discussion is about.

presents different views or theories;
Make this a separate middle section. 

adds supporting evidence;
Back up arguments with facts or research.

builds cohesion across paragraphs;
Use devices such as using pronouns rather 
than repeating nouns; use adverbials of 
time, place, number and other adverbials 
and use tense choices.

Pronouns and nouns - 

Adverbials - 

Tense choices helping to build cohesion - 

adds my own opinion;
Write what you think.

includes a concluding statement.
End your text appropriately.
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Should the Tsar Offer Half of his Kingdom to Whoever Captures the Firebird?

Your Majesty,

I have counselled you on many issues over the years and today I 
will present to you the arguments surrounding the question you 
have asked me to investigate, that of whether you should or should 
not give half of your kingdom to whoever captures the firebird. It is 
not a simple decision for you to make, Your Majesty, but I hope you 
will find this discussion useful. 

Many of your advisers have already pointed out how serious a 
problem it is that the firebird is taking the golden apples. A valuable 
reward is, therefore, necessary to motivate people to bring the firebird 
to you. Although your sons should do this without a reward, it is 
obvious that some of them are motivated by the prize you have 
offered. The apples on that tree are the only ones of their kind. They 
are obviously treasured by you and, as a result, a generous reward 
is suitable in this situation. 

Secondly, in addition to stopping the firebird stealing, we should 
consider what a joy it will be to have the firebird in your possession. 
Witness accounts available to us so far indicate that she is a 
strikingly beautiful creature and by owning the firebird, you will 
be the envy of all the tsars in the surrounding lands. The firebird 
could become a famous feature of our kingdom. Your other advisers 
have already mentioned the idea that she could appear as an image 
on our flag one day. Undoubtedly, she would be a fitting symbol 
for our kingdom. Although she has stolen from us, she is powerful, 
beautiful and graceful. Acquiring her would indeed benefit us all. 

On the other hand, half of the kingdom is a very valuable prize to give 
away. The security of our kingdom and the strength of the leadership 
of this land needs to be considered very carefully. Although the 
assumption is that this prize is only being offered to one of your sons 
(rather than to the general population), dividing the kingdom in this 
way could show a sign of weakness to our enemies. 
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The princes are still very young and inexperienced in ruling and 
so the smooth running of the kingdom could be in jeopardy if 
one of them were to share your throne before they have matured 
sufficiently. It is not for me to comment on their individual strengths 
and weaknesses but it is generally acknowledged that they all have 
much to learn from their father before they rule by themselves. 

In view of the arguments for and against, I would advise you, Your 
Majesty, not to offer half of your kingdom as a prize. The argument 
that the strength of our kingdom would be under threat is, for me, 
a convincing and salient one. 

However, it is my role to advise you and you, Your Majesty, always 
show the greatest wisdom in all you do and I know you will do so 
again, taking the arguments for and against carefully into account. 
Thank you for listening and you have my never-ending support with 
whichever decision you make.
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Find the Features Answers 

Children’s annotations should match their own key correctly.
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