
TUESDAY 19TH JANUARY 

LO:  To understand what a shape poem is 



LETS RECAP

First, lets look at what we need to use 
everyday in writing. 

- Capital letters

- Full stops

- Expanded noun phrases

- Neat handwriting

- Conjunctions (and, but, so, if)

How do we make our writing SUPER?



THIS WEEK

This week you will be 
learning about poetry. 

You will be looking at three 
types of poetry and then 
deciding which one you 

would like to use for your 
own poem at the end of the 

week J



POETRY SUCCESS CRITERIA

Alliteration- This is lots of words in a row beginning with the same letter e.g green, gruesome 
giant.

Similes- This is a sentence where we used the words ‘as’ or ‘like’ to compare two things to each 
other e.g The thunder growled like an angry dog.’ 

Rhyming- This is words that rhyme have the same sound.

'Cheese' and 'peas' both have the same sound. You can write rhyming poems by using pairs or 
groups of words that use the same sounds.

Adjectives- These are words that describe a noun e.g The large dog.



SHAPE POEMS

Look at the next slides and decide what these poems are describing…



They glide across the golden 
grass 

gathering goblins
and gathering grasshoppers.

They giggle as they glide 
above the ground.



A huge rock
that rumbles

and roars, wrecking
the ground all around it.

It shoots; sizzling, steaming, 
scorching lava 

like a monster spitting out hot liquid 
into the air.

Like a smoking dragon, it finally starts to 
calm down.

The chaos stops and it goes back to being a 
deadly and dangerous rock.



WHAT IS A SHAPE POEM?

• A shape poem is a poem that describes an 
object, person or animal.

• The special thing about a shape poem is that 
the words of the poem form the shape of 
the object, person or animal being 
described.

• Shape poems don’t have to rhyme unlike
other style of poems.

• Shape poems can use full stops and capital 
letters like sentences.

• Shape poems often use alliteration or 
similes. 



FEATURES OF A SHAPE POEM

LETS ANALYSE THIS ONE AND 
SEE WHAT WE CAN FIND

A huge rock
that rumbles and roars, wrecking                               

the ground all around it.
It shoots; sizzling, steaming, scorching lava 

like a monster spitting out hot liquid into the air.
Like a smoking dragon, it finally starts to calm down.  

The chaos stops and it goes back to being a deadly and 
dangerous rock.

• ‘Like a smoking dragon’ is a simile. This is where we
use the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ to compare two things.

• ‘sizzling, steaming, scorching’ is alliteration. This is lots 
of words in a row beginning with the same letter.

• Full stops and capital letters are used like you see in 
sentences.

• Each line can be a different length or be curved to 
form the shape of the object that is being 
described.

• The lines don’t have to rhyme!



LETS TRY IT J

First, let’s choose something to describe with 
an ocean theme. Let’s choose… a clownfish!

Next, we need to think of lots of adjectives or 
phrases which describe the clownfish…

Can you come up with a list with your grown
up? Have a look at my list after on the next 
slide J



ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE A 
CLOWNFISH

• Colourful

• Small

• Cute

• Fast

• Dazzing

• Bright



YOUR TURN!

• As quick as lightning
• Dazzling to the eye
• Swims through the ocean
• Energetic and playful
• Blinds me with his colours
• Orange, black and white
• Slippery, slimy scales

Can you see how I have turned 
the adjectives into sentences? I 
have also used alliteration for 
slippery, slimy scales!

I have given you some sentences, can you now 
put them in the right order on the fish? The 
fish is on the next slide for you to print, or 

draw your own.





INDEPENDENT TASK

• Remember to stay inside the lines of the 
picture, starting a new line when you get 
close to the edge.

• Don’t forget to use full stops and capital 
letters.

• Try to use alliteration or similes if you 
can; this will make your shape poem more 
exciting and descriptive.

Your turn! 

Think of an object or animal from the ocean first.

Then think of some adjectives to describe and 
turn these into sentences using our success

criteria.

Then draw the outline of this, making it nice and 
big!

I can’t wait to see them J



WELL DONE! YOU HAVE 
COMPLETED TODAYS ENGLISH 

WORK J

Please email any wonderful work to
gdearle@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk


