
Tuesday 26th January 2021 
L.O: To consistently use present tense to 
create a stream of consciousness 

Success Criteria: 
To correctly from the present tense 
To identify the effects of using the present tense
To create a relationship between narrator and reader  

https://youtu.be/SfkmUUB7B4o



Remind yourself of your 
informed judgements 
from yesterday. 

Throughout our reading 
of the story, reflect on 
whether you agree or 
disagree with your initial 
judgements. 



Let’s read the Prologue: 
‘Consequences’ which consists of Chapter 1: ‘Dying’

What is a ‘consequence’? 

What can you guess about the book 
based on the title of this section?







Who might the narrator, ‘I’ be?

Who do you think Alex could be? 
What could be his/her relationship to the narrator?

What did you like or dislike about the opening? 



Read back through the text, can you highlight every 
time the author has used the present tense?

How does the present tense make you feel about the 
events unfolding? 



For example, if you changed to the past tense:
‘I was drowning in this roaring silence. I was drowning. I was going to die.’

The past tense gives the ending away to the reader, as the reader can 
now assume that the narrator did not drown but was saved in some way. 
On the other hand, by using the present tense, the reader does not know 
what is going to happen! This can create a relationship between the 
narrator and the reader; the reader might feel concerned for the narrator. 
Have a go at changing another sentence into the past tense to see the 
effect.



This 1st chapter is a stream of consciousness of 
the narrator’s mind.

A stream of consciousness is a continuous flow of 
the many different throughs and feelings which 
pass through a person’s mind. 

Today, we are going to be writing our own stream 
of consciousness!



Features of a Stream of Consciousness:

• Present Tense 

• Thoughts and feelings of the narrator

• Description of the 5 senses 

• A series of actions told in chronological order

• Powerful language – adjectives, adverbs, imagery, onomatopoeia

• A range of sentence length 
For example, the narrator uses short sentences on new lines to emphasize how he is feeling. 



Your own stream of consciousness:

You need to choose a dramatic event to write about. It can be from 
your own life, from your imagination or a story/film. 

This should be a continuous flow of your thoughts and feelings, try to 
imagine yourself in the situation and let your writing flow as naturally 
as you can.

For example, you could use an idea one of our previous texts.
Alma’s stream of consciousness as she looked around the shop.
Lucy’s stream of consciousness as Mr Tumnus came back to life. 



For example: Lucy’s stream of consciousness as Mr Tumnus came 
back to life.

Tears are streaming down my face. I can’t believe it. 

I look up and there he is. The stone seems to be falling off him. 
Somewhere nearby, I hear the cracking and crunching of statues 
collapsing to the floor. But my attention is here. Right here. On 
my dearest Mr Tumnus.   





Read your writing to check for any 
punctuation or spelling mistakes! 

Brilliant work today J

Email your finished work to:
ksutherland@kingsavenue.Lambeth.sch.uk
mjames@kingsavenue.Lambeth.sch.uk
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