










Key Reading Skill: To make comparisons within the text.

37. Do you think the poet is happy being herself? 

Explain how you know. mark
1

This question is only worth 1 mark so you will need to provide a yes or no answer with 
one piece of evidence from the text to back it up.

Look at the title of the poem. What does ‘rather’ mean?

Mark Scheme
The mark scheme accepts answers about: 
• the title of the poem suggests that the poet would rather 

be something else.
• the poet repeats that she would rather be several 

different animals.
• the language suggests that the poet is having fun whilst 

she is living as the different animals.
• the poet can think of lots of different animals which 

suggests that she would easily live as an animal.

Hint: Look at the first two lines 
of each verse. Does this give 

you a clue?



Key Reading Skill: To identify how meaning is enhanced through word choices.

38. What does the poem tell us about life in the wild? 

Use the text to explain your answer. marks
3

This question is worth 3 marks. 
You can get 1 mark for every answer you give from the mark scheme, up to a maximum of 

3 marks.
You can get 2 marks for two reasons, or for one reason with evidence.

A reason must be given with every piece of evidence.

The mark scheme accepts the following answers:

Reason: danger Reason: freedom

Evidence: A slinking, sly-foot puma / As fierce as fierce 
could be! / And I’d wait by the waterholes where antelope 
drink / And I do not think / That ever any antelope could 
get away from me
Hunters
I’d have a bow
A flint tipped/eagle feathered arrow 
For a puma kills

Evidence: I’d take my dinner in chipmunk town
And I’d never take a look/At a lesson or a book
And I’d scold like a pirate on the sea 

Reason: native people may live there
Evidence: A red Indian hunter


