
Year 4 Medium Term Plan Spring 1 

 Science Humanities RE Computing MFL 

Theme Theme: Animals including 
Humans- Digestive system 
 
Key Knowledge: Describe the 
simple functions of the basic 
parts of the digestive system in 
humans. Identify the different 
types of teeth in humans and 
their simple functions. Construct 
and interpret a variety of food 
chains, identifying producers, 
predators and prey. 
Key skills: Ask relevant 
questions and use different types 
of scientific enquiries to answer 
them. 
Use straightforward scientific 
evidence to answer questions or 
to support findings. 
Set up simple practical enquiries 
and comparative and fair tests. 
Identify differences, similarities or 
changes related to simple 
scientific ideas and processes. 
Use scientific evidence to answer 
questions or to support findings. 
Report on findings from 
enquiries, including oral and 
written explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and 
conclusions 
 
Enrichment: 
Trips: 
Visitors: 

Theme: Earthquakes 
Key skills 
• Describe and understand key 
physical  aspects of earthquakes 
and human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water

•Use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 
Key knowledge:  
•Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
Enrichment:Books and artefacts 
Trips: Natural History Museum in 
Summer 2 
Visitors: Someone who has 
experienced an earthquake- 
interview? 

TOPIC - Buddhism - 8 fold 
path 
 
Key skills 
- I can recall facts about 
religions I have studied. 
- I can select the facts that 
are most significant to the 
enquiry and start to explain 
their relevance / importance. 
 
Key knowledge 

● 3 universal truths 
● Suffering 
● Buddha’s teaching 
● 8 fold path - Right 

Speech 
Enrichment: Use Buddhist 
artefacts from Humanities 
cupboard.  
Trips: Buddhist temple 
Visitors: Buddhist?  

TOPIC Unit 4.2 We are toy 
designers  
Software: Scratch Apps: Web 
browser and Snap! Hardware: 
Laptops/computers, microphones 
and speakers 
Key skills 
Design, write and debug 
programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including 
controlling or simulating physical 
systems. Use sequence, 
selection, and repetition in 
programs; work with various 
forms of input and output. Use 
logical reasoning to explain how 
some simple algorithms work and 
to detect and correct errors in 
algorithms and programs. 
Key knowledge 
This unit will enable the children 
to: 
- design and make an on-screen 
prototype of a 
computer-controlled toy 
- understand different forms of 
input and output 
(such as sensors, switches, 
motors, lights and 
speakers) 
- design, write and debug the 
control and 
monitoring program for their toy. 

TOPIC Musical Instruments 
Key skills: 
Speaking: Be able to say "I 
play..." plus an instrument 
Use good pronunciation and high 
accuracy to speak a variety of 
nouns & articles on musical 
instruments. Build up a bank of 
core vocabulary that they can 
relate to and re-use in the foreign 
language, so pupils can retain 
and recall the vocabulary taught 
in the long term. Reading: Match 
word to instrument picture / word 
/ phrase in English. Listening: 
Match word to instrument picture 
/ word / phrase in English. 
Grammar: Definite article / 
quantitative article. First person 
singular of verb 'to play' (an 
instrument). 
Key knowledge 
Nouns and articles for the first 5 
instruments (la trompeta / la 
guitarra etc.) grouped by gender 
(feminine & masculine) 
Nouns and articles for the next 5 
instruments (el piano / los 
címbalos etc.) grouped by gender 
(masculine and plural) 
toco.... plus choice of musical 
instrument / nouns and articles 
for all 10 instruments (la trompeta 
/ el piano / los címbalos etc.) 



Week 1 LO: To explore the functions of 
the teeth.  
Key skills: Ask relevant questions 
and use different types of 
scientific enquiries to answer 
them. 
Use straightforward scientific 
evidence to answer questions or 
to support findings. 
Key knowledge: Learn about the 
first stage of the digestive 
system. 

LO: To explain why earthquakes 
occur.  
 
Key skills: Describe and 
understand key physical  aspects 
of earthquakes 
Key knowledge  

LO: To explore what makes 
the world wonderful 
Key skills: personal 
resonance 
Key knowledge: How/ when 
is the world wonderful? 

LO: To find out about inputs 
and outputs 
Key skills 
Key knowledge:- understand 
different forms of input and 
output (such as sensors, 
switches, motors, lights and 
speakers)  

LO: To learn the first 5 
instruments in Spanish, thinking 
about masculine and ffeminine 
Key skills: Speaking: Use good 
pronunciation and high accuracy 
to speak a variety of nouns & 

articles on musical 
instruments. 
Build up a bank of core 
vocabulary Grammar: Definite 
article / quantitative article 
Key knowledge: Nouns and 
articles for the first 5 instruments 
(la trompeta / la guitarra etc.) 
grouped by gender (feminine & 
masculine) 

Week 2 LO: To use a simple practical 
enquiry to answer questions 
about the basic parts of the 
digestive system 
Key skills:Ask relevant questions 
and use different types of 
scientific enquiries to answer 
them. 
Set up simple practical enquiries 
and comparative and fair tests. 
Key knowledge: Describe the 
simple functions of the basic 
parts of the digestive system in 
humans. 

LO: To use a map to locate 
where famous earthquakes have 
occurred and find out some key 
facts.  
Key skills: Use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 
Key knowledge: Locate the 
world’s countries, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities  

LO: To explore the truth that 
everything changes and 
people don't want it to.  
Key skills: knowledge and 
understanding.  
Key knowledge: Universal 
truth 1  

LO: To design a toy 
Key skills: Design, write and 
debug programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including 
controlling or simulating physical 
systems. 
Key knowledge: - design and 
make an on-screen prototype of 
a computer-controlled toy 

LO: To learn the next 5 
instruments in Spanish, thinking 
about masculine and ffeminine 
Key skills: Speaking: Use good 
pronunciation and high accuracy 
to speak a variety of nouns & 
articles on musical instruments. 
Build up a bank of core 
vocabulary Grammar: Definite 
article / quantitative article 
Key knowledge:  Nouns and 
articles for the next 5 instruments 
(el piano / los címbalos etc.) 
grouped by gender (masculine 
and plural) 

Week 3 LO: To understand what different 
parts of the digestive system do 
Key skills: Use straightforward 
scientific evidence to answer 
questions or to support findings. 
Key knowledge Describe the 
simple functions of the basic 
parts of the digestive system in 
humans. 
Identify the different types of 
teeth in humans and their simple 
functions. 

LO To write a report about a 
famous earthquake. Extended 
writing opportunity: Write a report 
on a famous earthquake.  
Key skills: Describe and 
understand key physical  aspects 
of earthquakes and human 
geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water

 
Key knowledge: Kobe 
earthquake in Japan- effect on 
people (human geography) and 
why it happened (physical 

LO: To explore the truth that 
suffering is caused by 
selfishness 
Key skills: Knowledge and 
understanding 
Key knowledge: Universal 
truth 2  

LO: To design a toy in 
Scratch 
Key skills:  Design, write and 
debug programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including 
controlling or simulating physical 
systems. 
Key knowledge: - design and 
make an on-screen prototype of 
a computer-controlled toy 

LO: To revise and remember all 
10 instruments. Aim to learn the 
appropriate Spanish word for 
‘the’ (the 
article) for each instrument. 
Key skills: All from unit 
Key knowledge:  
Nouns and articles for the 10 
instruments (el piano / los 
címbalos etc.) grouped by gender 
(masculine and plural)  



geography)  

Week 4 LO: To compare the diets of 
different animals 
Key skills:Ask relevant questions 
and use different types of 
scientific enquiries to answer 
them. Identify differences, 
similarities or changes related to 
simple scientific ideas and 
processes. Use scientific 
evidence to answer questions or 
to support findings. 
Key knowledge: Construct and 
interpret a variety of food chains, 
identifying producers, predators 
and prey 

LO: To identify the effect of 
earthquakes on land and people.  
Key skills: Describe and 
understand key physical  aspects 
of earthquakes and human 
geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water

 
Key knowledge: Human effects of 
earthquake  

LO: To understand some of 
Buddha’s teachings and idea 
of the 8-fold path 
Key skills: Knowledge and 
understanding 
Key knowledge: Buddha’s 
teaching and 8 fold path  

LO: To programme a toy 
simulation 
Key skills:Use sequence, 
selection, and repetition in 
programs 
Key knowledge:- design and 
make an on-screen prototype 
of a 
computer-controlled toy 
  

LO: To revise all the instruments 
in Spanish and learn how to say 
toco (‘I play’) a particular 
instrument in 
Spanish 
Key skills: All from unit 
Key knowledge: Nouns and 
articles for the 10 instruments (el 
piano / los címbalos etc.) 
grouped by gender (masculine 
and plural)  
toco.... plus choice of musical 
instrument / nouns and articles 
for all 10 instruments (la trompeta 
/ el piano / los címbalos etc.) 

Week 5 LO: To interpret food chains and 
discuss the impact of changes to 
a chain. 
Key skills: Use scientific evidence 
to answer questions or to support 
findings. 
Key knowledge:  Construct and 
interpret a variety of food chains, 
identifying producers, predators 
and prey. 

LO To identify the help people 
need after an earthquake. 
Suggested activity: Role-play as 
ShelterBox and debate what you 
would include in your box.  
Key skills: Describe and 
understand key physical  aspects 
of earthquakes and human 
geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water

 
Key knowledge: What will the 
after effects be? How can we 
help?  

LO: To explain how the 
Buddha’s teachings could 
help make the world a better 
place.  
Key skills: Evaluation and 
critical thinking in relation to 
enquiry question 
Key knowledge: Universal 
truths, Buddha’s teachings, 8 
fold path and evaluation of 
these.  

LO: To test and improve the 
toy simulation 
Key skills:Use logical 
reasoning to explain how 
some simple algorithms work 
and to detect and correct 
errors in algorithms and 
programs. 
 
Key knowledge: - design, 
write and debug the control 
and monitoring program for 
their toy 
 

LO: To consolidate all the 
language covered so far with 
various written activities in 
preparation for the ‘I can 
do...’ grid next week. 
Key skills: All from unit 
Key knowledge: Nouns and 
articles for the 10 instruments (el 
piano / los címbalos etc.) 
grouped by gender (masculine 
and plural)  
toco.... plus choice of musical 
instrument / nouns and articles 
for all 10 instruments (la trompeta 
/ el piano / los címbalos etc.) 

Week 6 LO: To explain what I know about 
human teeth and the digestive 
system. 
Key skills:Report on findings from 
enquiries, including oral and 
written explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and 
conclusions 
Key knowledge: Describe the 
simple functions of the basic 
parts of the digestive system in 
humans. Identify the different 
types of teeth in humans and 
their simple functions.Construct 
and interpret a variety of food 
chains, identifying producers, 

LO: To identify how to prepare for 
an earthquake. Extended writing 
 
Key skills: Describe and 
understand key physical  aspects 
of earthquakes and human 
geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water

 
Key knowledge: Earthquake 
defences- how they have 
changed over time.  

LO: To reflect on my learning 
and think about how this 
could be used in the future.  
Key skills: reflection and 
expression 
Key knowledge:  Ideas to 
make the world wonderful 
using Buddha’s teachings.  

LO: To pitch the toy 
Key skills:Use logical 
reasoning to explain how 
some simple algorithms work 
Key knowledge: Use 
knowledge from unit 

LO: To revise all language 
covered so far and complete 
assessment for the unit. 
Key skills: All from unit 
Key knowledge: Nouns and 
articles for the 10 instruments (el 
piano / los címbalos etc.) 
grouped by gender (masculine 
and plural)  
toco.... plus choice of musical 
instrument / nouns and articles 
for all 10 instruments (la trompeta 
/ el piano / los címbalos etc.) 



predators and prey. 

 
 
 


