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Monday

L.O: To use the features of a balanced 
argument

Recap: what are the features of a balanced argument?

On the next slide is a short example of a balanced argument,
read it through and see if you can remember the features of

the main body. 



What are the features of a balanced argument?

While television is a good source of education, it is a worry that 

children watch so much and the quality of what they watch is sometimes 

questionable? Leisure activities can be expensive but the old fashioned 

family pursuit of simply spending time together has been killed off, to a 

great extent, by a reliance on the box for all entertainment. 

However, life today is very hectic, and being able to wind down in 

front of the television is a good form of relaxation. This does however 

mean that children are generally more unfit these days as a consequence 

of spending too much time in front of the television.



What are the features of a balanced argument?

• Introduction- to set the tone and explain what the balanced argument is going to be about

• Clearly presented arguments

• Third person

• Present tense

• Impersonal, and generally formal, voice

• Range of conjunctions

• Balanced argument- positives and negatives looked at. 

• Conclusion- to draw up and summarise all points. Writer can put their opinion here ONLY.



Example conjunctions

Also further more however but

although on the other hand
because in comparison

alternatively other than except 

in spite of this



Let’s have a look at another balanced 
argument



Why having pink hair is the best

People can have lots of different hair colours. Some people dye their hair to make it different 

colours. You can dye your hair lots of different colours, but I believe that the best colour you can have your 

hair is pink. I think that everyone should dye their hair pink and this is why.

I think that having pink hair is the coolest thing ever. I used to have pink hair, and when I did 

everyone thought I was amazing. It made me stand out from the crowd because it is different from all 

other natural hair colours.

Other hair colours are just boring. Babies are born with blonde and brown hair which means these 

colours do not look exciting. Pink hair is even better than other colours like green, red or blue, because pink 

is a good colour for girls and girls are much better than boys anyway.

In conclusion, I feel that dying your hair pink is the best decision you can make in your life ever. It 

is important that schools let everyone dye their hair pink, and that everyone goes out and does it straight 

away. 

What do you think? What is good and bad about this balanced argument?
Have a look at the features list to help you



Why having pink hair is the best

People can have lots of different hair colours. Some people dye their 

hair to make it different colours. You can dye your hair lots of different 

colours, but I believe that the best colour you can have your hair is pink. I 

think that everyone should dye their hair pink and this is why.

I think that having pink hair is the coolest thing ever. I used to have 

pink hair, and when I did everyone thought I was amazing. It made me stand 

out from the crowd because it is different from all other natural hair colours.

Other hair colours are just boring. Babies are born with blonde and 

brown hair which means these colours do not look exciting. Pink hair is even 

better than other colours like green, red or blue, because pink is a good colour 

for girls and girls are much better than boys anyway.

In conclusion, I feel that dying your hair pink is the best decision 

you can make in your life ever. It is important that schools let everyone dye 

their hair pink, and that everyone goes out and does it straight away. 

What do you think? What is good and bad about this balanced argument?
Have a look at the features list to help you

Introduction- far too opinionated. 

Clearly presented arguments= no

Third person= no

Present tense= YES

Impersonal, and generally formal, voice= 

NO

Range of conjunctions= NO, very basic

Balanced argument- positives and 

negatives looked at= not really

Conclusion- to draw up and summarise 

all points. Writer can put their opinion 

here ONLY- NO



• Today’s task is to re-write the “balanced argument” about pink hair is 

the best (from the previous slide) as a balanced argument using the 

features needed. 

• You ONLY need to rewrite the green and blue paragraphs- the main 

body of text. 

• Do NOT re-write the introduction and conclusion- we will look at 

these later on in the week. 

L.O: To use the features of a balanced 
argument



Why having pink hair is the best

I think that having pink hair is the coolest thing ever. 

I used to have pink hair, and when I did everyone thought I 

was amazing. It made me stand out from the crowd because 

it is different from all other natural hair colours.

Other hair colours are just boring. Babies are born 

with blonde and brown hair which means these colours do 

not look exciting. Pink hair is even better than other colours 

like green, red or blue, because pink is a good colour for 

girls and girls are much better than boys anyway.

Introduction- far too opinionated. 

Clearly presented arguments= no

Third person= no

Present tense= YES

Impersonal, and generally formal, voice= 

NO

Range of conjunctions= NO, very basic

Balanced argument- positives and 

negatives looked at= not really

Conclusion- to draw up and summarise 

all points. Writer can put their opinion 

here ONLY- NO



Remember to email your work over to us so 
we can see how you’re getting on 

• Year 6 Miss Church, Miss Moore and Miss Sutherland

• echurch@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

mailto:echurch@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
mailto:ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
mailto:amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk


Tuesday

L.O: To plan my own balanced argument

Recap: what are the features of a balanced argument? 



What are the features of a balanced argument?

• Introduction- to set the tone and explain what the balanced argument is going to be about

• Clearly presented arguments

• Third person

• Present tense

• Impersonal, and generally formal, voice

• Range of conjunctions

• Balanced argument- positives and negatives looked at. 

• Conclusion- to draw up and summarise all points. Writer can put their opinion here ONLY.



Before we begin thinking of our own 
balanced arguments, let’s look a little 

closer at introductions and conclusions. 

On the next slide are 2 introductions. Read them through and decide 
what needs to be in an introduction to make it clear and of a good 

quality. 



Organic food has become more 

popular over the past few years 

and because the demand for it has 

risen, a wider range of organic 

foods have become available in the 

shops. But what is organic food 

and is it better for us than non-

organic produce? Or is it just a 

waste of money? In this balanced 

argument we look at the positives 

and negatives to help you come to 

your own conclusion. 

All children enjoy team building activities 

with their peers. The question is: should a 

residential trip be compulsory? For years, 

pupils have worked incredibly hard in their 

academic learning, but with the increasing 

pressures of exams, there is a growing call 

for an adventure to remember, with a taste 

of independence and a sense of 

achievement. However, with the financial 

pressures and the fearful nature of many 

young people this has been under scrutiny. 

Here are some of the arguments for and 

against a residential trip for all. 



The introduction

• The introduction must gain the readers attention.

• It must explain the topic and use examples to highlight why 
there is a discussion.

• It should be impersonal. “I don’t like television” does not 
work!

• You could include a rhetorical question to make the reader 
think and hook them into the reading more. 



On the next slide are 2 conclusions. 
Read them through and decide what 

needs to be in one to make it clear and 
of a good quality. 



So is organic food better for us? Is it better for 

the environment? On the one hand, organic farmers 

claim their produce is healthier, while on the other, the 

Food Standards Agency says there is no scientific proof 

that organic food is any more safe or nutritious than 

non-organic!

Whoever is right, the reality is that most 

people still choose to buy non-organic food. Is this 

because they believe such food is safe and nutritious? 

Or is it because organic food is usually more expensive 

and they do not want to pay the extra? But in the end 

it’s up to you. Organic or non-organic? What do you 

think?

In conclusion, there are strong arguments for 

and against residential trips. If it will help the 

education and learning journey of a child then 

many will agree it is a positive thing. On 

balance, this can also be promoted in other, 

less expensive, ways. 

In my opinion, I do feel that every child should 

get to experience a residential trip, as they have 

an abundance of benefits,  however it shouldn’t 

be compulsory as some children, or parents, 

may not be ready for children to stay away from 

home as early as year 5 or 6. 



The conclusion

• The conclusion must summarise BOTH sides, to remind the 
reader of the key points. 

• Sometimes it will ask the reader to decide for themselves 
with the use of a rhetorical question.

• You can show your opinion here- this is the ONLY place you 
can. 



Planning your own!

• Today you will be planning your own balanced argument. 

• The topic you chose to write about is your choice. 

• We will go through it section by section 

• On the next slide are some ideas on what you could write your 

balanced argument on.

• You do not have to choose one of these ideas, but make sure that you 

can think of 3 positives and negatives for whatever you choose to 

write about. 



Some ideas are:
• School lessons shouldn’t finish until 5’ o clock.

• Everybody should be given free chocolate off the Government.
• Mobile phones should be allowed in school.

• Having neat handwriting is important.

• Watching television is a waste of time.
• Star Wars should be taught about in school.

• There is nothing wrong with zoos.

• Ipads are better than computers.

• Mcdonalds should be banned.

• Schools should give children chocolate as part of the school dinners. 

• Residential trips should be made compulsory (all children have to go)
• School should only be Monday-Thursday



Planning time!

•Write the question or statement you are going to 

argue at the top of the page first.



Introduction

• Think of one or two rhetorical questions 

you could include in your introduction to grab 

your readers attention and get them thinking.  

The introduction must gain the readers 
attention.
It must explain the topic and use examples 
to highlight why there is a discussion.
It should be impersonal. “I don’t like 
television” does not work!
You could include a rhetorical question to 
make the reader think and hook them into 
the reading more. 



Positives

• Think of 3 positives to support your argument. 

• Bullet point the idea and then expand the ideas

• E.g- School shut on Friday would mean extra time to relax-

children are coming under immense stress and anxiety due 

to the demands put on them. Having a three-day weekend 

would allow them more time to complete homework, and 

then consequently have more time to take part in 

activities that can help to reduce stress and anxiety, 

making them more prepared to go back to school and focus 

on Monday morning. 

Introduction- to set the tone and explain 

what the balanced argument is going to be 

about

Clearly presented arguments

Third person

Present tense

Impersonal, and generally formal, voice

Range of conjunctions

Balanced argument- positives and negatives 

looked at. 

Conclusion- to draw up and summarise all 

points. Writer can put their opinion here 

ONLY.



Negatives

• Think of 3 negatives to support your argument. 

• Bullet point the idea and then expand the ideas

• E.g- animals do not have enough room. In most zoos, the 

animals are kept in enclosures that are far too small for 

them. Consequently, this means that the animals can 

become overweight, due to lack of area to exercise; they 

can become hostile and attack their keepers, as they are 

unhappy in their environment; and sadly they can become 

mentally ill, this can be seen by animals circling their 

enclosures or rocking back and forth on the spot. All these 

side effects are caused by the area the animals have to 

roam or play in being considerably too small for the size of 

the animal. 

Introduction- to set the tone and explain 

what the balanced argument is going to be 

about

Clearly presented arguments

Third person

Present tense

Impersonal, and generally formal, voice

Range of conjunctions

Balanced argument- positives and negatives 

looked at. 

Conclusion- to draw up and summarise all 

points. Writer can put their opinion here 

ONLY.



Conclusion 

• What is your opinion on the matter?

• Write that here. Idea and expand

• In conclusion, while there are negatives to Ipads, I feel 

that they are better than computers due to the fact 

that they are portable, and can be taken with you 

wherever you go. While this means that we may (and 

are) getting over reliant on technology and “screen 

time”, being able to connect with friends and family 

anywhere you are, or have a younger sibling watch their 

favourite film on a long car journey to keep them 

entertained, far outweighs the negatives in my eyes. 

What are your thoughts? 

The conclusion must 
summarise BOTH sides, to 
remind the reader of the 

key points. 
Sometimes it will ask the 

reader to decide for 
themselves with the use of 

a rhetorical question.
You can show your opinion 

here- this is the ONLY 
place you can. 



Remember to email your work over to us so 
we can see how you’re getting on 

• Year 6 Miss Church, Miss Moore and Miss Sutherland

• echurch@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

mailto:echurch@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
mailto:ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
mailto:amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk


Wednesday

L.O: To use homophones correctly

Recap: what are homophones? 



L.O: To use homophones correctly

Recap: what are homophones?
Words that are spelt differently, but sound similar



Today we will be focusing on the 
following 4 homophones:

Where, Wear, Were, We’re



They were going on their holiday.There were lots of cakes at the party.

Were



This is where I was born.Where are dad’s books?

Where



We’re eating our dinner.We’re all friends.

We’re



My dad wears a suit.I wear a uniform for school.

Wear



Were, Where, We’re and Wear

My friends were just telling me that we’re going to a party where we 
have to wear pink wigs!



Please go back to the school’s website and 
download today’s work. 

There are two sheets as one looks at your and 
you’re. Feel free to do this one too if you so wish!



Remember to email your work over to us so 
we can see how you’re getting on 

• Year 6 Miss Church, Miss Moore and Miss Sutherland

• echurch@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
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Thursday

L.O: To write my own balanced argument



Today we will be writing the introduction and the 
positives of your balanced argument. 

• Look through your plans from Tuesday to remind yourself of 
your ideas. 

• We will refresh our minds first of what should be in an 
introduction. 



Breakfast is known as the most important 

meal of the day; it gives you energy and fuel 

and therefore powers you for the morning. A 

decent breakfast should allow you to wake up 

properly and allow you to function fully in the 

morning. In supermarkets these days, there 

are many different options for breakfast. 

Cereal, toast, yogurts, fruit- all of these items 

are popular choices for children to start the 

day with. Having said this, there are some 

children who would choose a less conventional 

start to their day- a bar of chocolate. There 

are arguments for and against the eating of 

chocolate for breakfast and this balanced 

argument will examine the opinions for both 

sides. 

All children enjoy team building activities 

with their peers. The question is: should a 

residential trip be compulsory? For years, 

pupils have worked incredibly hard in their 

academic learning, but with the increasing 

pressures of exams, there is a growing call 

for an adventure to remember, with a taste 

of independence and a sense of 

achievement. However, with the financial 

pressures and the fearful nature of many 

young people this has been under scrutiny. 

Here are some of the arguments for and 

against a residential trip for all. 



The introduction

• The introduction must gain the readers attention.

• It must explain the topic and use examples to highlight why 
there is a discussion.

• It should be impersonal. “I don’t like television” does not 
work!

• You could include a rhetorical question to make the reader 
think and hook them into the reading more. 

Over to you! Have a go at writing your own introduction



The positives

• Using your plans from Tuesday, now 

let’s write your positives. On the 

next 2 slides are examples of the 

positives from a balanced argument. 

Introduction- to set the tone and explain 

what the balanced argument is going to be 

about

Clearly presented arguments

Third person

Present tense

Impersonal, and generally formal, voice

Range of conjunctions

Balanced argument- positives and negatives 

looked at. 

Conclusion- to draw up and summarise all 

points. Writer can put their opinion here 

ONLY.



On the other hand, there are some people who would claim that chocolate for breakfast is not a bad

thing at all; in fact, they could argue that there are actually benefits to it. Enjoyed globally,

chocolate is a treat which many people love: its creamy, smooth and silky nature means that it is very

popular. Many young people struggle to get out of the bed in the morning and so the thought of a

delicious chocolate bar could be enough to tempt them from their beds and therefore get to school

on time.

To add to this argument, just because children are having a less than healthy breakfast, does not

mean that they will not get the nutrients they need later on in the day. Lunch, dinner and other

healthy snacks could provide the vitamins and minerals they require and so a chocolate bar for

breakfast would not damage their health. As long as children are still having healthy foods

throughout the rest of the day, where is the harm in chocolate for breakfast? Further to this, most

people would admit that they enjoy a sweet treat at some point in the day. It could be argued that

there is no difference between having that sweet treat first thing on the morning and later on in the

afternoon.



Residential trips should be a key part of the National Curriculum. The trips can create experiences that 

enhance pupils’ classroom learning, adding opportunities pupils may not otherwise have, particularly in 

the case of urban schools where children have limited access to natural outdoor environments in their 

day to day learning. The trips can offer a range of diverse and exciting activities from developing 

practical bush craft skills like fire lighting, tracking, foraging and shelter building, to outdoor 

educational adventures like abseiling, climbing, archery and team games.  It promotes the importance 

confidence and independence, whilst enabling children to build lifelong friendships. 

The pressure on children to achieve higher results in more comprehensive subjects grows year on year, 

and the curriculum extends year on year. With so much to cover and the pressure to achieve, the 

classroom can become an intense and claustrophobic place. Therefore, Residential trips for schools are 

not just beneficial but vital to providing balance and a renewed enthusiasm for learning. Instilling a love 

of learning and an innate curiosity about the world around us will inspire children to continue to develop 

their knowledge and skills in an entirely different educational setting. 



Positives

• Over to you. 

• Write your three positive points to support 

your idea. 

• Remember to have your idea and 

EXPAAAAAAAAAAAND it! 

Introduction- to set the tone and explain 

what the balanced argument is going to be 

about

Clearly presented arguments

Third person

Present tense

Impersonal, and generally formal, voice

Range of conjunctions

Balanced argument- positives and negatives 

looked at. 

Conclusion- to draw up and summarise all 

points. Writer can put their opinion here 

ONLY.



Remember to email your work over to us so 
we can see how you’re getting on 

• Year 6 Miss Church, Miss Moore and Miss Sutherland

• echurch@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

mailto:echurch@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
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mailto:amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk


Friday

L.O: To write my own balanced argument



Today we will be writing the negatives and the 
conclusion of your balanced argument

• Look through your plans from Tuesday to remind yourself of 
your ideas. 

• We will refresh our minds first of what should be in the 
negatives section, and then the conclusion. 



The negatives

• Using your plans from Tuesday, now 

let’s write your negatives. On the 

next 2 slides are examples of the 

negatives from a balanced argument. 

Introduction- to set the tone and explain 

what the balanced argument is going to be 

about

Clearly presented arguments

Third person

Present tense

Impersonal, and generally formal, voice

Range of conjunctions

Balanced argument- positives and negatives 

looked at. 

Conclusion- to draw up and summarise all 

points. Writer can put their opinion here 

ONLY.



Some people would say that the notion of eating chocolate for breakfast is ludicrous. One of the

main reasons for this is due to how unhealthy it is. Chocolate, although it is delicious, is full of

artificial sugars, colours and preservatives. As well as this, chocolate is high in saturated fats

too- a food group of which the intake should be limited. If children are eating this high calorie,

sugar-filled treat to start their day, they are not filling their bodies with the good nutrients they

require. To add to this, dentists would also agree that beginning the day with such a sugary

delight can cause tooth decay. This could lead to multiple trips to the dentist and money having to

be spent from the NHS budget- money which could be spent elsewhere. People of this opinion

would also argue that starting the day with a high sugar snack means that children might struggle

to concentrate at school. Sugar and E numbers (chemicals added to some food to make them taste

better) can cause hyperactivity and therefore concentration becomes harder to sustain. Being

able to focus and work hard at school- particularly in the mornings when most children are

studying maths and English- is vital. Chocolate for breakfast could hinder this all-important focus

and have a knock on effect on children’s educations.



On the other hand, I understand that many schools do not offer a residential trip and the 

children within this schools have rich learning experiences, for example trips to London, field 

trips and many other hosted events in the school day. For many children, the thought of a 

trip away from home would fill them with anxiety and apprehension. Is this really something 

we need to instil in our children in such a young age if they are not ready for this?

However, another pressure many face are the financial pressures of the modern world. 

Unfortunately, the world we live in is becoming increasingly more expensive. House prices are 

rising and after the recession, unfortunately the amount of jobs are decreasing. Therefore, 

although many would agree there a range of positives with the residential trips, for many this 

would increase financial pressures at home. Is it fair that children would have to miss out on 

these activities if parents cannot afford them?



Negatives

• Over to you. 

• Write your three positive points to support 

your idea. 

• Remember to have your idea and 

EXPAAAAAAAAAAAND it! 

Introduction- to set the tone and explain 

what the balanced argument is going to be 

about

Clearly presented arguments

Third person

Present tense

Impersonal, and generally formal, voice

Range of conjunctions

Balanced argument- positives and negatives 

looked at. 

Conclusion- to draw up and summarise all 

points. Writer can put their opinion here 

ONLY.



The conclusion

• The conclusion must summarise BOTH sides, to remind the 
reader of the key points. 

• Sometimes it will ask the reader to decide for themselves 
with the use of a rhetorical question.

• You can show your opinion here- this is the ONLY place you 
can. 

• Let’s have a look at some examples. 



Having considered both sides of the argument, there

are several reasons as to why children should and

should not be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast.

Having said this, the potential negative impact on

children’s health, teeth and education could be seen to

significantly outweigh the benefits of simply having

something tasty to start the day. So, should children

be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast? It would

seem wise to answer the question with no- children

should not be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast

every day; a special occasion, or once a week however,

I think would suffice.

In conclusion, there are strong arguments 

for and against residential trips. If it will 

help the education and learning journey of a 

child then many will agree it is a positive 

thing. On balance, this can also be promoted 

in other, less expensive, ways. 

In my opinion, I do feel that every child 

should get to experience a residential trip, 

as they have an abundance of benefits,  

however it shouldn’t be compulsory as some 

children, or parents, may not be ready for 

children to stay away from home as early as 

year 5 or 6. 



Conclusion- OVER TO YOU!

• What is your opinion on the matter?

• Write that here. Idea and EXPAAAAAAAAAAND

• In conclusion, while there are negatives to Ipads, I feel 

that they are better than computers due to the fact 

that they are portable, and can be taken with you 

wherever you go. While this means that we may (and 

are) getting over reliant on technology and “screen 

time”, being able to connect with friends and family 

anywhere you are, or have a younger sibling watch their 

favourite film on a long car journey to keep them 

entertained, far outweighs the negatives in my eyes. 

What are your thoughts? 

The conclusion must 
summarise BOTH sides, to 
remind the reader of the 

key points. 
Sometimes it will ask the 

reader to decide for 
themselves with the use of 

a rhetorical question.
You can show your opinion 

here- this is the ONLY 
place you can. 



Before you send your work 
in, please read it through 

and check it actually makes 
sense and you have kept in 

the impersonal voice 
THROUGHOUT 



Remember to email your work over to us so 
we can see how you’re getting on 

• Year 6 Miss Church, Miss Moore and Miss Sutherland

• echurch@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• ksutherland@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

• amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk
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mailto:amoore@kingsavenue.lambeth.sch.uk

